
UML receives a failing grade 

w Coalition for Contingent Academic Labor calls UMass Lowell unfair to its part-time professors 


REPORT CARD 


Adjunct pay 
insotubon: per course 

Benefits 

Full-Time 

equivalent 

Ratio 

Grade* 

Batoson College 

$3,700 

No 

$9,500 

39% 

F 

Bay State College 

1,350 

No 

- 


F 

Den tie y College 

3,300 

No 

8,113 

41 

F 

BenJee Coll Music* 

3,328 

Yes 

5,625 

59 

C- 

Boston College 

3,900 

Ltd 

7,213 

54 

D- 

Boston University 

3,500 

No 

- 


1 

Brandeis University 

5,000 

Yes 

6,563 

76 

B 

Bndgewater State* 

3,065 

No 

5,075 

60 

D 

Bunker Hill CC* 

2,298 

No 

4,030 

57 

F* 

Cape CodCC* 

2,298 

No 

3,860 

60 

D- 

Curry College* 

3,300 

Yes 

4,975 

66 

C 

Emerson College** 

2,900 

No 

6,213 

47 

F 

Harvard 

3,000 

No 

8,950 

34 

F 

LaSalle 

1,500 

No 

- 


F 

Lesley University 

2,600 

No 

- 


1 

Mass Bay CC* 

2,298 

No 

- 


1 

Mass College of Art* 

3,065 

No 

- 


1 

Mass Coll Pharmacy 

2,625 

No 

- 


1 

Mass Communic Coll 

1,800 

No 

- 


F 

Mass Institute Tech 

7,000 

No 

9,012 

78 

C+ 

Massassoit CC* 

2,298 

No 

3,210 

72 

C- ; 

Mount Ida College 

1,536 

No 

- 


F 

Northeastern U 

2,450 

No 

7,287 

34 

F 

Northern Essex CC* 

2,298 

No 

3,870 

59 

F 

Regis College 

2,600 

No 

3,920 

66 

D 

Roxbury CC* 

2,298 

No 

- 


1 

Simmons College 

3,600 

No 

6,050 

60 

D- 

Stonehill College 

2,500 

No 

5,075 

49 

F 

Suffolk University 

2,700 

No 

6,450 

42 

F 

Tufts University 

4,700 

No 

6300 

72 

C- 

U Mass Boston - 

4,200 

Yes 

6.762 

62 

C- 

U Mass Lowell 

2,400 

No 

7.000 

34 

F 

Wellesley College 

5,000 

No 

7.137 

70 

C- 

Westfield State Coll.* 

3,065 

No 

4,775 

64 

D 

Wheelock College 

2,437 

pro-rate 

-££87._ 

43 

_F 


COCAL’s newsletter gave a “report card” for many 

Massachusetts colleges regarding how the accomodate 
adjunct faculty. UMass Lowell failed. 


by R ob Velella 

Connector Editor 

UMass Lowell recently received a 
failing grade for their treatment of 
adjunct (part-time) faculty members, 
according to the Adjuncts Unite! 
newsletter. 

The newsletter is produced by the 
Boston chapter of COCAL. the 
Coalition of Contingent Academic 
Labor - an adjunct faculty labor 
union. The newsletter was anony¬ 
mously pinned to bulletin boards 
across campus during the month of 
November. 

On the front page of the four-page 
newsletter was printed a “report 
card” for 35 Massachusetts colleges 
and universities. UMass Lowell was 
among fifteen that received an “F,” 
six others received an incomplete. 

The report card indicated that part- 
time professors were paid only 
$2,400 per course, which is 34 per¬ 
cent of what full-timers make per 
course, and also that adjuncts 
received no benefits. Several sources 
are cited for all their information. 
including various surveys. 

Provost Bob Wagner said that their 
numbers are slightly outdated. 
Though he couldn't cite an exact fig¬ 


ure, he said the average pay per class 
is higher than what was reported. 

In fact, the recently-released 
UMass Lowell 2000-2001 Fact 
Book, published by the office of 
Institutional Research, does not 
report the salaries of adjunct faculty. 
According to Millicent Kalaf, it 
would be difficult to calculate due to 
the variety of courses adjuncts teach, 
from lecture classes to off-campus 
courses to music lessons. 
Adjustments would have to be made 
in order to accurately compare to 
full-time equivalence. 

Provost Wagner says that many 
adjuncts are utilized on campus, 
especially in Continuing Education 
and evening classes. He says that 
these professors already have full¬ 
time jobs and are often quite accom¬ 
plished in the fields they teach, but 
their teaching isn't necessarily their 
main source of income. However, 
their experience and expertise in the 
corporate world is invaluable to stu¬ 
dents who can learn from someone 
who knows it first-hand. 

In these cases, the part-time pro¬ 
fessors are not making a living off of 
teaching, only using it to supplement 
their income. However, there are 
some professors who only teach. 


although many are forced to teach at 
more than one institution to get a 
bigger paycheck. Additionally, part- 
timers are worried about their job 
security, as adjuncts tend to come 
and go very quickly, and very few 
are promoted to full-time. 

Dean Jerome Hojnacki, Dean of 
the Graduate School, says that part- 
time professors have the same rights 
as full-time professors. Such benefits 
include a university ID, access to 
faculty parking lots, the option to 
sign out media equipment for class 
instruction, and so on. Additionally, 
adjunct faculty members get evaluat¬ 
ed at the end of the semester, just as 
full-time professors and, Hojnacki 
notes, many have received “stellar” 
reviews. 

Even so. Dr. Wagner understands 
that part-time professors don't 
always feel that they are a part of the 
campus. Often, part-time faculty 
members have to share office space 
and don't have their own phone line, 
which can make it difficult to com¬ 
municate with students. 

“I think we should focus on 
improving th e manner in which we 
orient especially new part-time facul- 

See Adjuncts, cont'd pg. 2 


WJUL Upgrades 



Photo by J J. Huggins 

Campus radio station WJUL says good-bye to their old sound board. 


by J.J. Huggins 

Connector Contributor 

UMass Lowell students have 
an alternative to the mainstream 
music of corporate radio sta¬ 
tions. 91.5, WJUL Lowell is the 
station to turn to if students 
want to hear the latest local and 
underground music. 

However, playing under¬ 
ground music doesn't pay the 
bills the way playing main¬ 
stream music does. WJUL has 
always been commercial free, so 
it has not been easy for them to 
get the money needed to keep 
the radio station up and running. 

The staff at WJUL is planning 
on continuing to fill the air 
waves and is making the proper 
technological advancements to 
do so. The radio station is plan¬ 
ning on making $50,000 worth 
of improvements, the main 


aspect of which is a new control 
board. Approximately $35,000 
will be spent on a new control 
board and the rest will be spent 
on construction to accommodate 
the new board. 

Pat Murphy, the DJ for Sour 
Grapes Radio on WJUL 
described the control board that 
they’ve been using as outdated. 
According to Murphy, “it’s a 
necessity to keep up with the 
technology”. Apparently the 
control board that the DJs have 
been using is not keeping up 
with the times. Kelly Andreoni, 
General Manager for WJUL 
Lowell said of the old control 
board, “It could have just decid¬ 
ed to stop working at any given 
time, and we had to pretty much 
tape things together to keep 
them in working order.” 

Getting the money to pursue 
the board project has taken three 


years according to Andreoni. 
WJUL has been spending as lit¬ 
tle from their budget as they 
possibly can in order to save for 
the new control board. By sav¬ 
ing they were able to accumu¬ 
late $25,000. “We skimped on a 
lot of needs over the past three 
years to save money for this 
project”, stated Andreoni. 

The radio station staff has also 
applied for numerous grants so 
they can meet the $50,000 
required to make the changes 
that will be needed to be made 
in the studio. To the WJUL staff 
the benefits of having the new 
control board will outweigh the 
cost. 

The entire staff of the UML 
radio station is made up of stu¬ 
dents. The General Manager is a 
student, the DJs are students, 
and the interns are students. 

They do have a faculty advisor. 


but they govern themselves. 

Pat Murphy, when asked if he 
works at the station because he 
wants to make a career out of it 
replied, “I have no plans to go 
into professional radio because 
then I would be playing music 
that I don’t believe in. I like to 
give exposure to bands that I 
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 


feel are great and wouldn't oth¬ 
erwise get exposure. WJUL isn’t 
about moving units or hit sin¬ 
gles, it’s only about playing 
underground music.” Murphy 
dedicates his time to WJUL sim¬ 
ply for the fun of it, like many 
of the DJs who host shows on 
WJUL. 


4-Day Weather Forecast for the Lowell Area, Dec. llth-14th Senior Student Meteorologist: Kristen L. Kerouac 


Tuesday: 

Early morning cloudiness giving way to 
mostly sunny conditions by afternoon. 
Warm weather will be making a come¬ 
back, with highs 45-50. Overnight lows 
30-35 under mainly clear skies. 


Wednesday: 

A sunny start, with clouds thickening 
during the morning. Scattered showers 
developing by evening. Daytime highs 
48-53. Overnight lows 35-40. 


Thursday: 

Looks like a wet one, but a warm one 
too... too warm for snow. Rain for most 
of the day highs in the lower 50’s. 
Overnight lows in the upper 30’s with rain 
showers continuing through the evening. 


Friday: 

Lingering showers can’t be ruled out for 
first thing in the morning, but then things 
to look up for us. The leftover clouds will 
bum off, bringing us sunshine for at least 
the afternoon. Highs 45-50 when the sun 
comes out. Lows 30-35 under clear skies. 


This forecast is brought to you by the students of the UMass Lowell Weather Center. For weather updates throughout the week, or to learn more 
about our program,visit http://storm.uml.edu. When away from a computer, hear our regularly updated forecast on our weather hotline at ext. 3999. 
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Facts about Anthrax 


by Sara Borland 
Connector Contributor 

As the flu season (influenza) 
approaches, many are left with 
unsure diagnoses. Anthrax, 
having similar symptoms as 
influenza, has caused many 
Americans to scramble to their 
local hospital to get checked 
for Anthrax. It is important to 
be aware of each, but the most 
common that you will run into 
is influenza. Nancy 
Quattrocchi, a nurse practition¬ 
er here on campus, says that 
the students at UMass Lowell 
are more likely to be struck by 
lightning than to contract 
anthrax. 

For the last several years we 
have recognized that there is a 
threat of bioterrorism to us and 
in the world, and have attempt¬ 
ed to strengthen our capabilities 
in preventing this, from the 
CDC at the Federal level to 
state and local health depart¬ 
ments. 

With the many cases of 
anthrax found in The United 
States, the Department of 
Public Health has helped our 
communities by educating us 
about anthrax. Not only have 
they educated us, but they have 
also made progress in 
finding vaccines that 
will hinder the develop¬ 
ment of anthrax. 

Although the chances of 
contracting anthrax here 
on campus are slim, it is 
still a good idea to 
familiarize yourself with 
this disease. 

The Facts about 
Anthrax: Anthrax is an 
acute infectious disease 


caused by the spore-forming 
bacterium Bacillus anthracis. 
Anthrax most commonly 
occurs in hoofed mammals and 
can infect humans. Symptoms 
of the disease vary depending 
on how it is contracted, but 
usually occur within 7 days 
after exposure. The serious 
forms of human anthrax are 
inhalation anthrax, cutaneous 
anthrax, and intestinal anthrax. 

The initial symptoms of 
inhalation anthrax infection 
may resemble a common cold. 
After several days, the symp¬ 
toms may progress to severe 
breathing problems and shock. 
Inhalation anthrax is often 
fatal. 

Direct person-to-person 
spread of anthrax is extremely 
unlikely, if it occurs at all. 
Therefore, there is no need to 
immunize or treat those who 
come in contact with someone 
with anthrax, such as house¬ 
hold contacts, friends, or 
coworkers, unless they also 
were also exposed to the same 
source of infection. 

In persons exposed to 
anthrax, infection can be pre¬ 
vented with antibiotic treat¬ 
ment. Early antibiotic treatment 
of anthrax is essential-delay 
lessens chances for survival. 


Anthrax usually is susceptible 
to penicillin, doxycycline, and 
fluoroquinolones. An anthrax 
vaccine also can prevent infec¬ 
tion. Vaccination against 
anthrax is not recommended for 
the general public to prevent 
infection and is not available. 

The Office of Student Health 
Services reports that they are 
prepared to handle anthrax 
scares at UMass Lowell. 
Director Nancy Quattrocchi 
stated, “ We would not deal 
directly with the patients, we 
would refer them to a local 
hospital emergency room where 
they are more equipped to deal 
with anthrax.” 

What about all the hospitals 
in Massachusetts? “The 
Department of Public Health 
has briefed every hospital and 
Massachusetts has been put on 
high alert.” 

So don’t worry, our state is 
covered, along with the rest of 
our fellow neighbors. When 
questioned about possible con¬ 
tractions of anthrax, you can 
now give the correct informa¬ 
tion so everyone is aware of 
what is true and what might 
just be the flu. 


TABLE 1. Symptoms and signs of inhalationai anthrax, laboratory-confirmed 
influenza, and influenza-like illness (ILI) from other causes 

Symptom/Sign 

Inhalationai 
anthrax (nslO) 

Laboratory-confirmed 
influenza 

ILI from 
other causes 

Elevated temperature 

70% 

68%-77% 

40%-73% 

Fever or chills 

100% 

83%-90% 

75%-89% 

Fatigue/malaise 

100% 

75%-94% 

62%-94% 

Cough (minimal 




■ or nonproductive! 

90% 

84%-93% 

7 2%-80% 

(Shortness of breath 

80% 

6% 

6% 

Chest discomfort 




1 or pleuritic chest pain 

60% 

35% 

23% 

Headache 

50% 

84%-91 % 

74%-89% 

Myalgias 

50% 

67%-94% 

73%-94% 

Sore throat 

20% 

64%-84% 

64%-84% 

Rhinorrhea 

10% 

79% 

68% 

Nausea or vomiting 

80% 

12% 

12% 

Abdominal pain 

30% 

22% 

22% 



SGA Christmas Party a Success 


by Meaghan Berry 
Senator, Class of2003 

On Friday December 7 from 10-11 a.m., 135 
smiling three to five-year olds from the Children’s 
Comer School (located on the comer of Pawtucket 
St. and Wilder St.) visited the Mahoney Gym for 
the annual Christmas Party hosted by SGA. 

SGA has sponsored this event for 20 years. This 
year the children were entertained with live music 
by Will Brierly (who gave an excellent perform¬ 
ance) read stories, served juice and cookies, visit¬ 
ed by Santa Claus. Each child left with a board 
game, either Candyland, Chutes and Ladders, or 
Memory and a book. 

The gym was decorated and transformed into a 
holiday scene, with each child bringing ornaments 
they made to hang on our Christmas tree. “Jingle 
Bells” and “Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer” 
were the two favorite songs sung loudly by all the 
children. Of course, being given a present from 
Santa was the most exciting part. 

This is an excellent tradition to get into the holi¬ 


day spirit, and at the same time, SGA was able to 
help to create a fun and festive atmosphere for the 
children to enjoy themselves. Volunteering is such 
an easy thing to do and can so positively impact 
another person, but somehow this theme has got¬ 
ten lost amongst the commercialism that this sea¬ 
son has become consumed with. 

Anyone interested in becoming part of the tradi¬ 
tion at next year's Christmas party is encouraged 
to do so. 

On behalf of SGA, I would like to thank 
Aramark for donating the punch and cookies, and 
Mike Ford from Barnes and Noble for donating 
135 books to help make this event a success, 
along with all of the volunteers. Members of the 
Upside Down club. Encore, Masspirg, EMS, 
Sojourn, the Connector , and other student organi¬ 
zations gave their time to help SGA wrap all the 
presents, which was done in record time. Many 
thanks to all the volunteers who helped before, 
during, and after the party, including Janice Larsen 
and Mary Connelly. Thanks so much and Happy 
Holidays! 
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Sept. 11 in 
curriculum 


by Ben Hanson 

Connector Staff 

In light of recent world 
events, the arrival of spring 
semester will mean consider¬ 
able change for some area col¬ 
leges and universities. 

Currently, five Massachusetts 
higher education institutions are 
planning on adding to and 
expanding their academic cur¬ 
riculum, in response to the ter¬ 
rorist attacks of Sept. 11. 
Meanwhile, other institutions, 
such as UMass Lowell, are wit¬ 
nessing student interest intensi¬ 
fy in the courses already 
offered. 

According to the Boston 
Globe , Wheaton College, 
Stonehill College, Bridgewater 
State College, and Tufts 
University are all altering their 
curriculums in various ways. At 
Wheaton, school officials will 
be expanding an introductory 
course on international relations 
to involve aspects of Sept. 11. 
Wheaton’s Psychology 
Department plans on concen¬ 
trating on the dangers of stereo¬ 
typing as well. The college also 
intends on adding new courses 
in terrorism. 

Elsewhere, Bridgewater State 
is planning on expanding a 
course entitled, “Modem 
Middle East/^ Tufts is altering 
its “Media, Politics, and the 
Law” class to focus purely on 
current events. Stonehill 
College intends to add new 
courses in Islam, the Middle 
East, American foreign policy, 
and intelligence. 

In an interview with the 
Globe , Wheaton College profes¬ 
sor Darlene Boroviak 
explained, “This has been enor¬ 
mous for students as far as their 
curiosity about the world and 
desire to understand why this is 
occurring. They’re trying to 
learn history as fast as they 
can.” History, political science, 
and criminal justice professors 
at Wheaton and these other 
local schools are expecting full 
lectures halls come spring. 

Even though UMass Lowell 
is not introducing any new 
courses for spring semester, 
some professors believe that the 
interest in the current courses 
offered has grown substantially. 
One area of recent interest has 


been in the criminal justice 
department. Criminal justice 
classes offered next semester 
are being filled quickly. 

Criminal Justice Department 
Chair Dr. Eve Buzawa stated, 
“We have been offering a 
course on international terror¬ 
ism and a course on hate crimes 
and domestic terrorism for the 
last couple of years. Both have 
continually been heavily sub¬ 
scribed, and interest has certain¬ 
ly increased.” 

Some courses, such as 
“Gender Differences at Work,” 
have already been significantly 
expanded and updated. “Gender 
Differences at Work” integrates 
the importance of class, ethnici¬ 
ty, and race into the study of the 
work of women and men. 
Regional Economic and Social 
Development professor Arlene 
McCormack believes that her 
course on gender differences 
has been impacted greatly 
because of the terrorist attacks. 
“With the events of Sept. 11, 
class discussion has focused 
largely on the treatment of 
women in Afghanistan, an issue 
that has been concealed up until 
recent times.” 

Still, if they had the chance, 
other UMass Lowell professors 
would love to teach extra cours¬ 
es. Acting Head of the Political 
Science D epartment Dr. Hai 
Pho would welcome rieWlflRKSF 
es, however his department 
lacks the faculty and funds to 
support them. “On this campus, 
we have a small department and 
only a few faculty. Instead of 
adding courses, we normally 
revise the existing courses to 
incorporate topics, such as for¬ 
eign policy, terrorist fund freez¬ 
ing, and the global reach of ter¬ 
rorism,” said Dr. Pho. 

Regardless of what approach 
they take, it appears that 
Commonwealth colleges and 
universities are quenching their 
student’s thirst for knowledge 
brought on by Sept. 11. In fact, 
some schools may even be ded¬ 
icating too much time to recent 
events. Dr. Pho explained, 
“Sometimes it (the discussion 
of Sept. 11) takes time away 
from the teaching of standard 
information. To address this, we 
sometimes have to “short cut” 
course criteria in order to fully 
discuss student concerns.” 


Adjuncts, cont'd from 
front page. 

ty to the campus,” he said. 

Wagner also questioned the 
newsletter’s report card, not 
for its accuracy, but its pur¬ 
pose. If there are concerns 
amongst the adjunct faculty, he 
says, what is really needed is 
suggestions to remedy those 
concerns. “Just giving us an 
‘F’ is not helpful,” Wagner 
said. 

As for part-time faculty 
unionizing, the possibility 
seems slim. Though Emerson 


and more recently UMass 
Boston have unionized part- 
time professors, UML doesn't 
seem organized enough. One 
anonymous adjunct faculty 
member said that he would 
without question join a union 
if one existed on campus but 
he'd be surprised if one ever 
did. 

Incidentally, the Adjuncts 
Unite! newsletter gave its 
highest grade, a “B.” to 
Brandeis University in 
Waltham. 
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Serve yourself, serve others 


by Dan MacNeil 

Connector Contributor 

Are you graduating soon? 

Are you excited about looking 
for a job during a recession? 

Do you want to delay entering 
the corporate rat race for a 
year? Have you noticed that 
many jobs require at least a year 
of professional work experi¬ 
ence? Do you think it is impor¬ 
tant to serve others and to make 
the world better? 

If you answered yes to any of 
these questions and you are a 
US citizen, you might think 
about applying to the 
Amencorps VISTA program. 
There are many openings all 
over the country and there are at 
least two openings here in 
Lowell. 

President John F. Kennedy 
had the idea of a domestic 
peace corps with the goal of 
eliminating poverty in the USA. 
In 1965, President Johnson cre¬ 
ated the corporation for national 
service and made VISTA 
(Volunteers in Service to 
.America) a reality. For more 
information see: www.ameri- 
corps.org 

In Lowell, VISTAs receive 
S200 per week and basic health 
insurance. During your year of 
service you don’t make pay¬ 


ments on your government stu¬ 
dent loans. If you finish your 
year of service, the accumulated 
interest on government student 
loans is paid and you get a 
$4700 bonus to be applied to 
tuition or government student 
loans. In Lowell, VISTAs can 
often find free housing in 
church rectories. In Lowell, 
advanced computer training 
(MCSE, A+, web design) is 
available to VISTAs. 

As a VISTA you get a chance 
to make a difference in the 
world and make add to your 
resume. In Lowell, VISTAs 
have set up web servers and 
computer networks, taught 
classes, written press releases, 
run hiring and recruiting 
processes, coordinated volun¬ 
teers, mentored children and 
improved services and opportu¬ 
nities in public housing. Around 
the country, VISTAs have 
fought forest fires, worked with 
Habitat for Humanity to build 
houses, taught reading and start¬ 
ed after-school programs. 

Many VISTAs find their 
experience rewarding. Chris 
Tsang who worked in 
Dorchester last year said, “I 
really enjoy working with mid¬ 
dle school kids and helped put 
together curriculum on the his¬ 
tory of hip hop.” 


Right now, there are two open 
VISTA positions in Lowell. One 
is as a Services Coordinator in 
a public housing complex. 
Responsibilities include expand¬ 
ing an after-school computer 
program and teaching basic 
computer classes. The desire 
and ability to work with kids is 
more important than technical 
skill. There are three other peo¬ 
ple working part time in this 
complex; the VISTA would 
have considerable autonomy but 
would not be alone. 

The other position is as 
Volunteer Coordinator for the 
Lowell Community Technology 
Consortium, a group of non¬ 
profits in Lowell collaborating 
on technology. The Consortium 
especially needs help in recruit¬ 
ing, evaluating, managing and 
matching part time or casual 
volunteers. There are people 
who would support and assist 
the volunteer coordinator, but 
the position has a lot of autono¬ 
my. See www.lctc.org for more 
information about the Lowell 
Community Technology 
Consortium. 

For more information about 
being a VISTA in Lowell send 
email to felicia@lctc.org. For 
more information about VISTA 
on the national level see 
www.americorps.org. 


Gathering at River Valley House 


by Peter Saradjian and Adrienne Kieldsing 

On Saturday, Nov. 17, students, friends, and 
alumni of the Protestant Campus Ministry at 
L^Mass Lowell presented one of their greatest per¬ 
formances of all time to the senior citizens of the 
River Valley House in Lowell. 

The River Valley House is located just two 
blocks away from Fox Hall on 45 Fletcher Street. 
It is a retirement community consisting of elderly 
women. Built back in the 19th century, its original 
purpose was to take care of the “Mill Girls” when 
they could no longer work. 

Various groups usually carol around the 
December holi¬ 
day season; 
however, this 
leaves the rest of 
the year void of 
visitors. For this 
reason. Pastor 
Imogene Stulken 
schedules our 
annual perform¬ 
ances on other 
holidays such as 
Thanksgiving, 

Valentine’s Day, 
and St. Patrick’s 
Day. 

This year’s 
jamboree con¬ 
sisted of various 
hymns, psalms, and old favorite folk songs. To 
make this performance accessible to the hard of 
hearing, Celine in the North Campus Media 
Services lent us speakers and a microphone. When 
Imogene’s 8-year old daughter Kerstin Brolsma 
played a piano solo “Red River Valley” (a tongue- 
in-cheek tribute to the River Valley House) all of 
the ladies in the audience sang along. The crowd 
this year was very jovial and appreciative. 


In addition to the singers, w hich included 
Adrienne Kieldsing, Ana Valdez, and Laurie ^ 
Oliver. Other friends and alumni brought along 
their instruments. George Minor played the trom¬ 
bone, Bruce Brolsma played the flute, and 
Imogene led us all on the piano. Scott Hall, an 
alumnus from the class of 1993, sang a stanza of 
Nun danket alle Gott (“Now Thank We All Our 
God”) in German - despite never having taken 
any German classes! 

After the main performance was over, we circu¬ 
lated among the ladies and chatted with them over 
refreshments. Meanwhile, alumnus Steve Damon 
and his fiancee Joyana Dean took requests for 
their trumpet duet. They got a few requests that 

weren’t in 
their song 
book so 
Steve had to 
humorously 
comment, 
“Mind you 
we TAKE 
requests, 
but we 
don’t neces¬ 
sarily 
PLAY 
them!” 

It was 
very grati¬ 
fying to see 
how just a 
2-hour per¬ 
formance could bring so much joy into the resi¬ 
dents’ lives. 

If you missed out on the festivities, do not fret. 
There are two upcoming performances next 
semester. For more information on these events or 
our weekly Sunday services in Fox 301, contact 
Pastor Imogene Stulken at (978) 934-5014 or 
Imogene_Stulken@uml.edu. 



Photo by imogene Stulken 

Students, friends, and Alums performing at the River Valley House Thanks¬ 
giving Jamboree last month. 


Campus News Briefs 

Tidbits of News from Other Colleges and Universities 


Compiled by Rob Velella 
Connector Editor 


Bacone College 

The president of the small private Bacone College in Oklahoma 
was recently suspended with pay. University officials refuse to 
reveal the reason for his suspension, as does the former president 
himself. He had been credited with increasing enrollment and cre¬ 
ating the college’s first sports programs in his two years as presi¬ 
dent. 

Fort Lewis College 

The Colorado-based Fort Lewis College recently pulled a 
“Poetics of Pom” class from their course catalogue for next semes¬ 
ter. College administrators asked to review the course to ensure the 
proposed course held quality academic content. This forced review 
has made faculty members question how easy it will be to establish 
new specialty courses in the future. 

Hampshire College 

The first American college to do so, students, faculty, and staff 
members at Hampshire College voted 693-121 on a referendum 
that condemns the war in Afghanistan. The resolution also recom¬ 
mended a halt against military action and an increase in humanitar¬ 
ian aid. However, the voting process has been under fire. A special 
interest group on campus. Students for a Peaceful Response, organ¬ 
ized the voting, wrote the referendum, and handed out and counted 
ballots, causing concern that the ballots are tainted. Many students 
felt they were being watched as they cast their vote. Additionally, 
Hampshire College’s President as well as others indicated dissatis¬ 
faction in the lack of discussion prior to the vote. Instead, discus¬ 
sion came after the vote, when a forum for that specific purpose 
turned into a shouting match. 

Kabul University 

After five years of waiting, women are once again being allowed 
to enroll at Kabul University in Afghanistan. Dozens of women 
lined up to register the first day. which was preceded by an inter¬ 
view with a panel of six male professors. Though the re-admittance 
of women is a milestone, the University itself is in severe shape 
after various battles on campus. 


Flight plans grounded 

0 UMass Lowell students become afraid 
of flying during this holiday season 


by Sara Borland 
Connector Contributor 

The Thanksgiving travel 
weekend provided the results 
for what was, in effect, a 
national poll on our fear of fly¬ 
ing. Since the Sept. 11 attacks, 
people all over vowed that they 
would never fly again. After the 
lack of security at Logan 
Airport and the recent crash of 
American Flight #587, people 
are not even bothering with 
thinking twice. 

The nation’s largest airport 
security firm was barred days 
before the Thanksgiving holi¬ 
day from working in 
Massachusetts because of its 
workers’ felony convictions and 
probation violations and contin¬ 
ued lapses at Logan 
International Airport. Col. John 
DiFava, superintendent of the 
state police and interim head of 
security at Logan, suspended 
the state-operating license of 
Argenbright Security Inc. He 
had had enough and didn't want 
to risk anymore security 
breaches. 


Logan airport is not the only 
airport with security breaches 
going on. Chicago’s O’Hare 
and Seattle, along with other 
major airports, are encountering 
security difficulties with pas¬ 
sengers. 

Ken Mead, the Inspector 
General of the Transportation 
Department, commented, 
“[Airport] security is noticeably 
tighter. That’s not just a state¬ 
ment to restore confidence, that 
is a fact.” Comments like these 
are made to reassure the people, 
but with the ongoing problems 
with security at airports, how 
can we say that security is 
tighter? 

Sarah Grieder is planning to 
travel within the next week. 

Her thoughts are like many oth¬ 
ers. “It is a little scary to think 
that people are still getting past 
security.” Sarah is playing 
against the odds as she thinks 
that the chances of anything 
happening on her flight are 
slim. 

The economy has been strug¬ 
gling along with the many air¬ 
line companies. We will all just 
have to wait and see if things 


WJUL is sponsoring a campus wide Toy Drive to collect toys for local underprivileged youth. We need your 
help!! Collection boxes will be placed in the following locations: Dugan Hall lobby (outside Admissions 
Office), Sheehy/Concordia link, Fox Hall SIC, North and South Student Information Center. 

Donate your NEW, UNWRAPPED toys and help someone less fortunate than you. Also, there will be a rock 
show called Rock for Tots on December 12, 2001\r\ the Fox MPR to help raise money and toys as well. 
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Helping Humanity, 
one nail at a time 


by Dustin M aclver 

Connector Contributor 

In conjunction with the 
Christian Appalachian Project, 
the UMass Lowell Catholic 
Center will be traveling to 
Kentucky to improve the living 
conditions of those less fortu¬ 
nate. The trip will take place 
during winter session break, and 
will run from January 12-20. 

Putting their carpentry skills 
to the test, the volunteers will 
repair roofs, build wheelchair 
ramps, rebuild rooms, and fix 
up trailer homes. General con¬ 
tractors and professional car¬ 
penters will supervise the vari¬ 
ous projects. The Catholic 
Center's tasks will primarily 
focus on the economically 
repressed city of Inez, located in 
the Appalachian Mountains of 
eastern Kentucky. “The region 
is very sheltered," explained 
Catholic Center member Crystal 
Capodilupo. “Many of the fami¬ 
lies we assist have never left the 
area because there are very little 
jobs available in the region." 
Patrick Drane, a graduate stu¬ 


dent explained that most of their 
beneficiaries have fixed income, 
living only on social security, 
disability or retirement funds. 

The Catholic Center has also 
given struggling communities 
updated computer software and 
hardware. “During a previous 
trip, we donated thirty comput¬ 
ers. Many of their computers 
didn't even have CD-ROM's. 
Giving them updated computers 
will enable them to gain access 
to information and educational 
databases," explained Drane. 

This year’s trip is expected to 
be successful. While most peo¬ 
ple look forward to rest and 
relaxation during the winter 
intersession, the Catholic 
Center has already attracted 15 
people to volunteer their hard 
work. This year’s anticipation is 
further fueled by a $2,000 grant 
given to the Catholic Center by 
the Bookstore Committee. 

If you are interested in attend¬ 
ing this year’s trip, please call 
the Catholic center at (978) 454- 
0151 or e-mail them at 
Catholic_Center@uml.edu. 


Developing Sustainable Theories 



UMass Lowell faculty members in the department of Regional, 
Economic and Social development recently published a book 
entitled ‘Approaches to Sustainable Development.' It is a collec¬ 
tion of essays detailing research in sustainability and regional 
development, including the role of the university. Chancellor 
William T. Hogan wrote the preface to the book. Pictured above, 
editors Charles Levenstein (of the Dept, of Work Environment), 
Jean L. Pyle, and William Lazonick. Not pictured is the fourth 
editor, Robert Forrant. 


UML Dean Named Chair of Saints 
Memorial Board of Trustees 

^ Stecchi named first woman chairperson in over 135-year history 


The Connector would like to wish 
everyone good luck on their finals! 


Water Watch 
Accomplishments 


by Robert Moreau 

MassPIRG Representative 

MassPIRG Water Watch had 
a terrific fall semester of 2001, 
as they embarked on various 
activities to help raise aware¬ 
ness of water pollution to the 
community. 

One of these activities was 
the “Make A Difference Day 
Concord River Clean-up" on 
Oct. 27. Make A Difference 
Day is a nationally recognized 
day in which different groups 
help out their communities . 

The clean-up was one of many 
national events. The clean-up 
was a remarkable success, with 
seven tons of garbage removed 
from the Concord River. This 
included 43 tires. There were 
56 volunteers total who were 
split into six teams, each under 
a group leader who worked at 
different sites along the river. 
Some of the items removed 
included: parts of a fence, 
washer doors, computer parts, 
bike parts and shopping carts.- 
After the clean-up, a press con¬ 
ference was held with City 
Councilor Bill Martin, 

Executive Director of Lowell 
Parks and Conversation Trust 
Jane Calvin, and the Director of 
the River Ambassadors pro¬ 
gram Kahn Chao. Prizes were 
given out to the volunteer who 
contributed most effort and the 
volunteer who discovered the 
most interesting thing in the 
river. The clean-up was a 
tremendous help in preserving 


the beauty of the Concord 
River for all the people to 
enjoy. 

The activity was to begin 
planning an Earth Day event 
with other community groups. 
The planned even will be held 
on April 19 and 20. The Earth 
Day even being planned will 
most likely have a hike and 
mini-clean-up in the morning 
of the first day, conference in 
the afternoon, and a festival on 
the second day. The first meet¬ 
ing will be held on Dec. 3 from 
6-7:30. The topic will be to 
learn the history of Earth Day 
and a general event plan. Later, 
groups will be made to plan: 
Music and stage, adult educa¬ 
tion, children’s activities, walk/ 
clean-up, food and fundraising/ 
publicity. There will be many 
more meetings to come for any¬ 
one interested in the events. 

Lastly, MassPIRG Water 
Watch will be having their 
Education Week on July 11-18. 
Water Watch members will be 
traveling throughout the state 
teaching 4000 children grades 
K-12 in 160 classes about water 
pollution. The group will be 
stopping in Lowell on July 16. 
Anyone interested should con¬ 
tact Gary Cormier in 
McGauvran room 236. 

Overall, this semester was 
very productive for MassPIRG 
Water Watch, as its members 
embarked on many projects to 
help the environment and the 
community. Best wishes for 
more success next semester. 


Press Release 


Saints Memorial Medical Center announced on 
Dec. 5, following its annual meeting, the election 
of Janice M. Stecchi, EdD, RN, as Chair of the 
Board of Trustees for the year 2002. 

Janice M. Stecchi, EdD, RN. will be the first 
woman Chair in the 135 year histones of St. 

John's and St. Joseph’s hospitals, now Saints 
Memorial Medical Center. Saints Memorial was 
formed in 1992 w ith the merger of the two 
Catholic hospitals. Dr. Stecchi has maintained life 
long contact with the Institution. Interestingly, 
her parents met at St. John’s Emergency Room 
where her Father was a patient after a serious fire 
truck accident and her Mother was a student 
nurse. 

Dr. Stecchi was bom at St. John’s, was a student 
at Catherine Laboure School of Nursing which 
affiliated at St. John’s and worked at St. John's for 
many years prior to joining the faculty at Lowell 
State College. Dr. Stecchi has served many years 


on the Board of Trustees prior to and after the 
merger of St. John’s and St. Joseph's, recently 
holding the positions of Secretary and Vice-Chair. 

Professionally, Dr. Stecchi has held her present 
position as Dean of the College of Health 
Professions, University of Massachusetts Lowell 
since 1992. She has been on the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell staff for the past 31 years. 

Saints CEO and President, Thom Clark said, 
“We at Saints welcome Dr. Stecchi as our 
Chairperson of the Board. Her insight into quality 
of care issues will greatly assist us to continue to 
maintain the high standards of care at SMMC." 

As Chair, Dr. Stecchi’s priorities will be to main¬ 
tain the high standards for quality and accessibili¬ 
ty of healthcare to the Greater Lowell community 
and the financial health of Massachusetts commu¬ 
nity hospitals. 

Dr. Stecchi will begin serving her term on 
January 1, 2002. Also elected as officers were: 
Jack D. O’Connor - Vice Chair 
Thomas Klessens - Treasurer 
George B. Leahey, Esq. - Secretary 


Does your club need 

$MONEY?$ 


Apply for Bookstore Advisory 
Committee funds! 



Pick up your application in the Office of 
Student Activities, Student Centers and 
Co mm uter Services, McGauvran Room 224. 

Applications due back by Feb 1, 2002 
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World AIDS 

We e k 


■PHOTOS By JOYCE XEZJZ- TOW POUPOCO XND XOSACTND YVYMXH 




■ t ■ T ■ ■ . !Vt I*. ■- . 

Remembering those we have lost, 
those who are battling the disease and 
those who are fighting for a cure... 
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Policy 


General : The Connector is a non-profit student public forum 
serving the University of Massachusetts Lowell community. 
The paper is published weekly and distributed free to the uni¬ 
versity community every Tuesday. Business hours are 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

All UMass Lowell students, regardless of major, are invited to 
join the Connector staff. Interested students should contact an 
editor or manager listed above, or visit the Connector Office in 
Fox Suite 426. 

Advertising : The Connector advertisements reach an estimat¬ 
ed 14,000 UMass Lowell students—their friends and families. To 
tap this group of future high-income earners, contact our 
Advertising Manager at 934-5009. Advertisements discriminat¬ 
ing against race, gender, age, religion, physical ability, or sexual 
preference will not be accepted. DEADLINE for ALL advertis¬ 
ing (TO INCLUDE STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS and 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES OF THE UNIVERSITY) is 
Tuesday, 12 p.m. for the following Tuesday's publication. No 
exceptions will be made. Late submissions WILL NOT be 
accepted. 

Classified advertisements are free for students. 

Editorial : Letters to the editors should be less than 500 words 
in length and may be submitted via campus mail, e-mail, or in 
person. All letters must bear the author's name, relationship to 
the University and student body, phone number, and signature. 
The author may request to have any part of this information 
withheld, if published. Opinions expressed in individual 
columns, the Opinions Section, advertising, and/or features are 
those of the author, NOT of the Connector. The Opinions and 
Letters section will not be edited in any way, to include 
spelling/grammar mistakes. 

Submission : All article-based submissions (to include Letters 
to the Editors and Opinions) deadline is Thursday at 5 p.m. for 
the following Tuesday's publication. Submissions may be 
dropped off at the Connector office on a 3.5" floppy disk. 
Submissions must be written in a MS Word (6.0) format for Mac. 
** Tables, templates, and graphics will not be accepted on disk 
with text submission. Accompanying visuals must be submitted 
in hard copy. Submissions may also be sent via e-mail to 
Connector@uml.edu. 

All press releases, articles, advertisements, and photographs 
submitted become the property ot the Connector and will not be 
returned unless requested in advance. The Connector reserves 
the right to edit or refuse all submissions for copy, content, and 
length. 

The Connector will make every effort to prevent inaccuracy, 
but assumes no responsibility for errors in advertisements or 
columns. The Connector will reprint without charge, that part 
which is incorrect. Credit for errors are made only for first inser¬ 
tion. 


The Connector is located in Suite 426 of the North Campus 
Student Union Building (Fox Hall), 100 Pawtucket Street, 
Lowell, MA 01854. Tel: (978) 934-5009. Fax: (978) 934-3031. 
E-mail: Connector@uml.edu 


Opinions ft Letters 


Faculty/Staff Guest Column 

A Great Turning 
Point in History 

by Brian Andriolo 
Director of Annual Giving 

With all the recent discussions resulting from the 
Sept. 11 tragedy about the historical roots of the reli¬ 
gious conflict between Islam and Christendom, I’ve 
read as much as I could find on the topic to try to bet¬ 
ter understand it. Most of information I’ve found 
focused on some of the major religious military con¬ 
flicts that took place over the centuries that ultimately 
shaped the current world. Most scholarly writings 
and news articles I’ve read generally mention three 
key events: the Crusades, the fall of Constantinople 
in 1453, and the dramatic defeat of the Turks at 
Vienna in 1683 when the Polish army unexpectedly 
marched to the relief of the embattled Christian city. 

However, the military conflict between Christianity 
and Islam dates back much further in history—to the 
beginning centuries of the dark ages. The Battle of 
Tours in 732 A.D. was the first important setback suf¬ 
fered by the Muslims in their movement westward. 

Had they been successful, the history of Western 
Europe as well as that of the entire world would have 
taken on a different coloration. Instead, the tide of 
Muslim conquest receded into Spain. Western Europe 
retained Catholic Christianity in the medieval milieu. 

After making significant gains throughout the 7th 
century and into the 8th, including North Africa and 
most of the Byzantine Empire, Muslim conquerors set 
their sites on Western Europe. After defeating and 
converting the warlike Berber tribes of North Africa, 
they crossed the straight of Gibraltar, which coinci- 
oeauuiy i* oameu aiier iae Muslim General vtno led 
the attack, and invaded southern Spain. The Muslims 
overcame the Visigothic forces and within several 
years, all of Spain with the exception of the northern 
coastline. The conquest of Spain was facilitated by 
internal dissentions in the Visigothic kingdom. The 
oppressed peasantry and the persecuted Jews wel¬ 
comed the Muslim conquerors, whose reputation for 
tolerance and generosity had preceded them. 

But now the expanding Muslim power was to come 
into direct conflict with the Franks, who were also 
consolidating and expanding a large kingdom. Arabs 
and Franks—Muslims and Christians—headed 
straight for confrontation. The Frankish kingdom 
reached its greatest height in the century from the 
reign of Charles Martel, beginning in 714, to the 
death of the greatest Frank, Charlemagne, in 814. 

In the summer of 732, the Muslims advanced into , 
Gaul. The invaders won a quick victory near 
Bordeaux and pushed forward toward Orleans, plun¬ 
dering as they went. Loaded with loot, they turned to 
Tours, where they w'ere attracted by the enormous 
wealth of the church of St. Martin. 

At Tours, the invading host came head-to-head with 
Charles, the powerful Frankish ruler, who abruptly 
marched his army from Paris to meet the invaders. 

The sudden appearance of Charles and his troops 
caused consternation among the Muslims, by this time 
loaded down with loot and almost immobile. There 
are few details of the battle itself but the Muslims 
were quickly pushed back from Tours. Charles drew 
up his army in a solid phalanx to fend off the attack, 
and in close quarters fighting, the Muslim leader was 
killed. Panicked by the loss of their leader, the 
Muslim army fled south and left nearly all their plun¬ 
der behind. 

So ended the great Muslim invasion of Western 

See Andriolo, cont’d on next page. 

Note to Faculty /Staff: 

We will be continuing the Faculty/Staff guest 
column in the Spring semester, hopefully with 
more participation! Connect with the rest of 
the campus and spread your thoughts! 

Call ext. 5015 for more info! 


A bit of girl insight 


I need 

Susan Kohnle 
Connector columnist 

As a girl I began this col¬ 
umn as an attempt to explore 
the funny silly and mysterious 
things that girls do. This col¬ 
umn was an attempt at sarcas¬ 
tic fluffy humor, but I ran into 
a couple issues; I am not 
funny and I don’t understand 
why there is such a drive 
against feminism. 

A weekly feminist rant was 
not my intention. I have writ¬ 
ten two columns about femi¬ 
nism, and I have received 
much feedback from readers. 

I certainly don’t understand 
why someone who would say 
“I, for one, am sick of the 
whole feminism movement. It 
has created a world where 
men and women are no 
longer at ease with each 
other...” According to the 
American Hertiage 
Dictionary , feminism means a 
“movement organized around 
the belief in social, political, 
economic equality of the 
sexes.” Does this person 
mean to imply they would 
prefe^ome^o£^^)ein^ 
oppressed? 

As a woman I have been 
living in a society where 1 
face gender oppression daily, 
and that same oppression has 
made me uncomfortable too. I 
want to live in a society 
where all genders are equal 
and comfortable with one 
another-1 don’t want to ostra¬ 
cize any man. Yes, women 
still today, in 2001, on the 


insight 

verge of 2002, are still 
oppressed, and for men and 
women who don't believe 
me, I will quote a billboard I 
read on the mass pike “1 out 
of 4 women will be raped in 
their lifetime; will it be your 
mother, your sister, your 
daughter or your wife.” A cul¬ 
ture without the oppression of 
women would have no such 
need for statements such as 
this to be plastered on a bill¬ 
board. 

According to a study done 
by Shawn Landry, a student 
at UML, 90% of 20 girls who 
were asked, felt feminism is 
ridiculous and overblown. 

But who is going to fight and 
stand up for assaulted 
women, and trust me there is 
a vast amount who need sup¬ 
port. “Somewhere in America 
a woman is battered, usually 
by her intimate partner, every 
15 seconds.” (UN Study On 
The Status of Women , Year 
2000) This statistic presents a 
problem for women within 
our American culture. The 
statistic says nothing about 
men and I am saying that 
men are not abused, but 
women have been and stilf m 
are being abused an alarming¬ 
ly higher ratio then men. So I 
don’t understand the crictizim 
of the feminist movement; it 
is not movement devoted to 
the oppression of men. 
Feminism is simply the desire 
to live without the social fear 
of being caught on the 15- 
second marker. 


Authority over non-citizens 

by Sarah Balboni 


I’m writing this in response to the article “Fighting 
Terrorism With Terror” ( Connector , Oct. 16, 2001). I think 
that Congress should be able to pass legislation increasing 
the federal government’s authority over non-citizens. What’s 
the point of having immigrants wait seven years before they 
can become an American citizen if they have all the rights of 
citizens already? As a precaution, I don’t think it’s wrong to 
check out someone a little extra for a while before letting 
them become a citizen. 

The article said that the legislation Congress is trying to 
pass would “make it illegal to financially support someone 
or an organization that one knew or should have known was 
involved in terrorism and allow law enforcement access to 
student records and tax information in certain circum¬ 
stances.” I have no problem with this. If terrorist funds 
around the world are cut off, it would make it harder for 
them to create such an intricate plans like they did for Sept. 

11. So, I think it’s OK if the federal government wants to 
access the records of non-citizens in hopes of stopping any 
support to terrorism. 

If I was a non-citizen, I would expect these things to hap¬ 
pen. In such a state of emergency I would just comply. If the 
situation was reversed, and an American was visiting 
Afghanistan, he would be searched up and down with no 
questions asked, and I wouldn’t blame the Afghanistan gov¬ 
ernment for doing it. 

The opinions expressed on the Opinons/Letters section do not necessarily represent 
the views of the Connector or its staff: rather, they reflect solely upon the author. 
















































The reality of HIV and AIDS 


by Matthew J. Drouin 

President , UML Class of 1995 

I have celebrated many 
World Aids Days over the 
years. This year was the first 
being HIY+. I wouldn't have 
thought for a second when I 
graduated UML that I too 
would become a statistic of 
those living with HIV/AIDS. I 
guess I am not so invincible 
after all. 

I was diagnosed HIV+ in 
February of 2001; six days 
after my partner had been diag¬ 
nosed. It certainly isn't the eas¬ 
iest of situations to go through 
at age 30. I am on my third 
cocktail since my diagnosis, 
had two surgeries, and numer¬ 
ous additional diagnoses since. 
My immune system has just 
decide it is as pissed off about 
the whole situation as I am. 

How did it happen? I was 
stupid I guess. Was I safe? For 
the most part, yes. There are 
always those “you know, it just 
son of happened” situations. 
Was that it? Who did I get it 
from? Did I infect my partner? 
Did he infect me? Jump in my 


shoes for a few minutes and 
think, really think about your¬ 
self and your sexual partners, 
your friends, family, career. 
What would change if, you 
too, woke one morning and 
your life suddenly appeared to 
get much less certain, and 
probably a lot shorter. 

I grappled with a million 
questions; many 1 still can't 
answer. Should I stop con¬ 
tributing to my 40IK retire¬ 
ment fund? What do I say to 
potential sex partners should 
the situation arise? Am I going 
to die before my parents, my 
partner, before my niece gets 
married? Is my life less valu¬ 
able because I have HIV? 

What a mental and physical 
disaster I now walk through 
every day. 

The big picture: it is defi¬ 
nitely not over. The numbers 
for new HIV infection are on 
the rise. An estimated seven 
hundred and thirty people will 
be infected in Massachusetts 
alone this year; two a day. Not 
just gay men, or drug users or 
people with excessive numbers 
of sexual partners, but anyone. 
Anyone can be infected if they 


are not careful and do not talk 
about sex before it happens. 

I'm not that important; I 
mean. I'm not famous, or a 
name you'll remember when 
I'm gone, in a year, or forty 
years from now. But I did take 
the same classes as you, and 
fooled around in the same 
dorms and apartments, and 
walked the same halls, and had 
the same professors and com¬ 
plained about the same tests. 

So what makes you think it 
could never happen to you too? 

And if you never get infect¬ 
ed, you will probably know 
someone who will. Be there 
for them, love them, and 
understand the disease they 
live with. Sometime those 
infected can have enough on 
their plate to wake up every 
morning, drink their coffee and 
call their parents to tell them 
they love them. I consider 
myself so lucky to have the 
most loving father in the world 
and the best friends anyone 
could ask for. You can be one 
of the people to someone else 
and make a “World” of differ¬ 
ence every day. 


Andriolo, cont’d from 
previous page. 

Europe. Retiring to Spain, the 
Muslims settled down to con¬ 
solidate their already huge 
empire. Although they would 
again try to move beyond the 
Pyrenees, they were never suc¬ 
cessful in extending their influ¬ 
ence into Gaul. Their expan¬ 


sion was also bogged down on 

the eastern European front, as 
they were continually pushed 
back from the gates of heavily 
fortified Constantinople (it took 
them over 700 more years to 
finally capture the city’). 

Charles, his son, and his 
grandson were left to consoli¬ 
date the Frankish empire. 
Christendom, though still dis¬ 


united, was safe. For his crush¬ 
ing victory, Charles was given 
the title of Martel 
(“Hammer”)—the savior of 
Christendom against Muslims. 

It would have been interesting 
to see how western civilization 
would have developed if the 
Muslims were successful in 
conquering the Franks. 
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, Hawk 


line 


978 - 934-5700 


This Week’s Question: 

The Hawk Talk line is 
done for the break. 

Even so, you're more than willing to leave us a 
message telling us what you thought of the 
newspaper this year. We love getting compli¬ 
ments, but criticism is welcome too! 
Leave a voice mail message (keep it fairly 
short) and we'll print as many responses as we 
can in our next issue. Forgot the number? It's 
978-934-5700. 


Tell us what YOU think! Give us a call at... 

ext. 5700 


Responses from Last Week: 

What are some of the 

highlights of your 
semester? 



My Stereotypes 


by Michael Milton 

First-year Transfer Student 

So, I’m about to finish my first semester at 
UMass Lowell. I feel like I have met a good 
number of people and can consider them to be 
friends. Everyone has been really friendly to 
me...and to think I was nervous about transfer¬ 
ring, leaving all of my friends behind. Crazy. 

Okay, most of that paragraph was a total lie. 
But, I am about to finish my first semester at 
UMass Lowell. That wasn't bull. I pretty much 
spent this entire semester stereotyping people in 
my classes. I've noticed that in every class there 
has to be a few certain types of people. Maybe 
I'm wrong (not likely), but here’s what I came 
up with. 

The Psycho Note-Taker: In every class there is 
at least one person who will take copious (good 
word) amounts of notes. Usually a girl, she sits 
at the front of the class. I’ve even seen one 
write down a professor’s joke, not realizing that 
it was a joke. A good person to see what you 
missed... just don’t ask during class. She will 
“shhhhh” you. 

The Clown: Usually a guy, sitting in the middle 
of the room. He will always be smiling and 
laughing at his own jokes. While, sometimes he 
does say things that are damn funny, most of 
the time he misses. Also, don’t sit next to him... 
his constant laughing does get annoying. 

The Couple: I’ve never seen this happen at my 
old school. A boyfriend and girlfriend will walk 
into class holding hands, and sometimes even 


kissing. During class the girlfriend usually is 
taking notes, while the boyfriend will be watch¬ 
ing the class, giving death looks to anyone who 
is looking in the direction of his girlfriend. They 
usually come late to class, never sitting in the 
same place twice. 

The Arguer: Could either be a guy or a girl. Sits 
in the second row, and raises his/her hand for 
everything. No matter the view that is being 
addressed. The Arguer will have a problem with 
everything. It gets to a point that the professor 
will not call upon him/her. I don't recommend 
sitting anywhere near this person... but some¬ 
times, just for kicks, argue the opposite point of 
view. He/She is not used to having anyone fight 
back and will sulk when it happens. 

The Bombshell: We all know the type. She 
(always a girl) looks like it took her an hour and 
a half to get ready. Her hair is all done up, and 
her outfit is killer. She usually sits, well, in front 
of you (funny how that works out). Though she 
does take notes (with a pink pen), don’t ask her 
for them. She will not lend them out, maybe it’s 
because she drew flowers all over them, I have 
never figured it out. All I know is, she smells 
really good. 

Sure, there are more types of people in every 
class, I just don’t feel like listing them all. 

On a personal note, a few months ago on 
South Campus there was a girl in a jean-jacket 
who kept smiling at me while I was watching 
TV in McGauvran. I should have said hi, but it 
was a good Springer episode, sorry. 


“Yeah, it was a great semester! Weee!" 

"This being my first semester at college, I was 
very scared. But, the transition was easy 
thanks to all the friends I've met. I'm going to 
miss all of you over the break!" 

"Definitely, the highlight of my semester was 
meeting this really great girl. She knows who 
she is. She may not believe it, but she's really 
turned my life around, and I'm just really glad 
to have her, so that's it." 

"Not to bring in bad news, but the hightlight 
of my semester was when my car crapped 
out on me last month. So, now because of 
that. I've been stuck using escorts and the 
shuttle buses. I know it's not exciting, but it's 
definitely the big thing on my mind." 

"I just want to give a quick shout-out to all my 
friends working on the Connector with me. 
You guys are excellent, and you've made this 
editor-in-chief thing really easy for me (yeah, 
guess who this is). You have no idea how 
proud I am of our excellent staff and the 
equally excellent product we put out week 
after week. It will get even better next semes¬ 
ter, I hope, so stick around." 


Have a great break! If you need us, e- 
mail us at connector@uml.edu. 


934-5700 
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Funny stuff going on in the bedroom 



by Ch arles Care y 

Connector Staff 


the eye black that we see on 
baseball players. The makeup 
would have been distracting if it 
wasn’t for the strong performanc¬ 
es by Jerrold Cote and Gina 
Carbella who played Ernest and 
Delia, respectively. 

Standing out among the per¬ 
formers was Patrick Kenneally as 
the injured Nick. Patrick has 
great comical sense and still 
shows the more subtle emotional 
side of Nick. You get a good 
sense that Nick’s pain not only 
comes from his back but also 
from the thoughts of Jan seeing 
Trevor again. 

Also a standout was Andrea 
Luna as Susannah, Trevor’s neu¬ 
rotic wife. Andrea has such a 
commanding stage presence that 


Photos by Rosalind Wyman 

The Off-Broadway Players presented the hilarious ‘Bedroom Farce’ last week. 




UMass Lowell’s Off- 
Broadway Payers have just 
opened a new comedy. Alan 
Ayckbourn’s Bedroom Farce was 
performed to the masses in 
Mahoney Auditorium this past 
weekend. 

The show revolves around 
three different bedrooms and the 
couples who dwell within them 
on the night of a big party. The 
party is being thrown by 
Malcolm and Kate, a cute pair 
who at first seem to be the most 
normal of all the couples. As the 
story goes on we meet the other 
couples in the play: Nick and 
Jan, Trevor and Susannah and 
Ernest and Delia. Trevor and 
Susannah are having marital 
problems and this party will 
be no help because Trevor 
used to be with Jan and Jan 
is attending the party alone 
because her husband Nick 
hurt his back in a tragic sock 
accident. The only couple 
that doesn’t go to the party is [ 
Ernest and Delia who are the 
parents of Trevor and serve 
as the marriage counselors 
loc Iievof ouu 5u.vuinafl. 

The actors got to play in 
nicely designed sets by Kirk 
Trach. The bedrooms were 
perfectly suited for the char¬ 
acters who live in them. 

These are the best sets I have I 
seen yet at a OBP production. 
The lighting was handled nicely 
once again by Kenny Meehan 
who also played Malcolm. The 
simple design was very effective 
for setting the appropriate moods 
in the bedrooms. The only draw¬ 
back to the technical side was 
the makeup on Ernest and Delia. 
From my point of view, the age 
lines on their faces looked like 


sometimes I forgot about the 
other characters on stage. 

Kudos also to Kenny Meehan 
as Malcolm and Kristin Smith 
as Kate. Both actors played off 
one another very well, giving 
the best performance as a cou¬ 
ple in the play. Rounding out 
the stellar cast are Joshua Smith 
as Trevor and Georgia Agganis 
as Jan. 


All around, the act¬ 
ing was very strong. 

In fact. Bedroom 
Farce is one of the 
best ensemble per¬ 
formances I have seen 
from the OBR Be 
sure to check out the 
next Off-Broadway 
show next semester. 


Is it summer time in December? 



Pholo courtesy of smashmouth.com 

The boys of summer from left to right Michael Urband: drums, 

Greg Camp: guitar, Steve Harwell: vocals, and Paul De Lisle: bass. 


by Brian Lewandowski 
Connector Editor 

Summer must be on the way 
already even though winter has 
just begun. Why am I saying this 
you ask? Well the unseasonably 
warm weather (up until this 
weekend) and the release of 
Smash Mouth’s third and self- 
entitled album. 

Smash Mouth is from San 
Jose, CA and is made up of lead 
singer Steve Harwell, guitarist 
Greg Camp, bassist Paul De 
Lisle, and drummer Michael 
Urband. 

Smash Mouth originally 
planned on releasing the album 
back in June but that never hap¬ 
pened and the release was pushed 
back to August. Unfortunately 


the August release never hap¬ 
pened because lead singer Steve 
Harwell’s son died of leukemia 
in July. The band took a needed 
break to reflect and released the 
self-entitled album in November. 

Known for their summer hits 
“Walkin On The Sun” and “All 
Star” the band has become the 
band of summer. 

This album, like the two previ¬ 
ous albums, blends all genres of 
music like disco, rock, pop, and 
70s funk-soul grooves. The 
album first single “Pacific Coast 
Party” if released back in the 
summer probably would have 
been another summer anthem. 
The song blends an awesome 
guitar line with some disco and 
70s funk-soul grooves which 
sounds amazing. My favorite 


song is entitled “Your Man.” 
Musically it’s probably not the 
most impressive track but it just 
has a good beat and feel to it. 

This album has a lot of really 
good lyrics, beats, and grooves. 
This is definitely the groups’ best 
album to date both musically and 
lyrically. 

The self-entitled release also 
includes a cover just like the two 
preceding albums. This albums 
remake is of the Monkees’ “I’m a 
Believer.” “I’m a Believer” was a 
highlight of the summer movie 
hit Shrek and also appeared on 
the movie’s soundtrack. 

Even though it’s not summer 
and it’s not coming early, I rec¬ 
ommend you go buy this album 
so you can at least feel like it is 
90 degrees and party time. 
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No. 

Billboard's Top Ten Albums 

according to www.billboard.com 
for the week of december nth, 2001 

Album Title Artist 

Billboard's Top Ten Video Rentals 

according to www.billboard.com 

for the week of december nth, 2001 

No. Title Ratinq 


Weathered 

Creed 

1 

Planet Of The Apes 

PG-13 

2 

Now 8 

Various Artists 

2 

How The Grinch Stole Christmas 

PG 

3 

Word Of Mouf 

Ludacris 

3 

America's Sweethearts 

PG-13 

4 

Scarecrow 

Garth Brooks 

. 4 

Shrek 

PG 

5 

Britney 

Britney Spears 

5 

Lara Croft: Tomb Raider 

PG-13 

6 

Now - Christmas! V 

arious Artists 

6 

Legally Blonde 

PG-13 

7 

Genesis 

Busta Rhymes 

7 

Swordfish 

R 

8 

Christmas Extraordinaire 

Mannheim Steamroller 

8 

The Animal 

PG-13 

9 

A Day Without Rain 

Enya 

9 

Dr. Dolittle 2 

PG 

10 

Escape 

Enrique Iglesias 

10 

Along Came A Spider 

R 


Where imagination comes to life - Animation 



by Kripa Krishnan 

Connector Contributor 

I have watched cartoons for as 
long as I can remember and 
someday I will get around to 
writing more about them! There 
is something about cartoons that 
makes everybody smile and 1 
can fit only so much in 500 
words. 

What I find most appealing 
about cartoons is the expression 
element. These expressions sym¬ 
bolize different instances of 
human behavior and I think it’s 
riotous! There is often a differ¬ 
ence between the way we react 
to daily situations and the way 
we would want to react (which 
is the reaction that is triggered 
in our minds but etiquette pre¬ 
vents us from displaying it) and 
that is exactly what cartoons 
bring out! 

Some cartoons are simply 
mindless and wacky, such as 
many of the “Woody 
Woodpecker” cartoon series; 
some are hilariously satirical, 
such as many of the “Merry 
Melodies” productions and some 
overflow with intelligence, such 


“The 

no matter 
what, cartoons 
always make 
you laugh. 
Often 

enough, I find 
it uncanny that 
I meet people 
who physically 
resemble car¬ 
toon charac¬ 
ters. I’ve seen 
someone who 
looks exactly like “Jafar” (the 
evil vizier) in Disney’s Aladdin - 
but not as he is in most of the 
cartoon - but the way he appears 
in this specific scene in Aladdin , 
where Jafar enters the cell 
Aladdin is locked in, disguised 
as an old hun chback. I have a 
classmate who looks exactly like 
Miguel - the blond haired half of 
the duo in Road to El Dorado - 
and I mean everything - includ¬ 
ing the haircut, hair color and 
goatee! Then of course, I have 
seen people who look like 
Fievel Mousekewitz, the mouse 
in Don Bluth’s American Tale 
and I’ve taken classes with a 
professor who looks like 
Foghorn Leghorn (the large 
rooster character in “Looney 
Tunes”). It just tickles me to see 
these traits in real people and 
often enough I find myself 
open-mouthed and staring at 
them (unknowingly of course) 
for it beats me how these resem¬ 
blances came into being. Or per¬ 
haps I’ve just been watching too 
many cartoons. 

Another element I love about 
cartoons is their depiction of the 


evil counterparts. Sher Khan, 
from The Jungle Book was a 
chic, classy gentleman; Cruella 
Deville, from 101 Dalmatians 
was rich, extravagant and arro¬ 
gant; Maleficent in Sleeping 
Beauty was evil incarnate; Snow 
White’s stepmother was a rav¬ 
ing, jealous lunatic, Ursula the 
sea-witch in The Little Mermaid 
is monstrous and my recent 
favorite is Yzma in the 
Emperor } s New Groove - who is 
also a fascinating character. 
Sometimes the evil people are 
normal people - such as Gaston 
in Beauty and the Beast and the 
butler in The Aristocats ; and it’s 
amazing, for we do find such 
people in real life! 

One step further w ould be 
some of those spectacular high¬ 
lights in some of these cartoons. 
One of my all-time favorite dia¬ 
logues would be this piece from 
Tarzan where Tantor (the baby 
elephant) says “ Is this water 
sanitary...it looks questionable to 
me!” - and it was what you 
would call perfect delivery - the 
right scene, the right intonation 
and the right dialogue. 

Not just this; some cartoons 
are repository of history and sci¬ 
ence. Disney’s Ben and Me is a 
good example and so is Robin 
Hood. Other animations explain 
ecological phenomenon using a 
fairytale like story - as was done 
by Antz and A Bugs Life. Some 
of Ludwig Von Drake s lectures 
have taught me more than news 
channels and books! 

Of course, I could write a the¬ 
sis on cartoons given the time 
and space. These are great peo¬ 
ple - Walt Disney, Walter Lantz, 



Don Bluth, Hannah- 
Barbera, Fred Quimby, 
Tex Avery, Scott 
Bradley, The Warner 
Brothers, Friz Freleng 
& Hawley Pratt and 
many many more -1 
have nothing but awe, 
admiration and a great 
deal of respect for 
them, for they worked 
long and hard to put a 
smile on people’s 
faces. 



Movie stills courtesy of Walt Disney Pictures 
Animated films such as ‘Tarzan’ (left) and ‘Bug’s 
Life’ (above) bring imaginative worlds home. 


Advising Award 

The Advising Task Force recognizes the contribu¬ 
tions of outstanding academic advisors on our 
campus. The Task Force presents awards to both 
faculty and staff. We invite you to nominate a fac- 
, uity and/or staff member for this year's award. . 

To nominate an advisor, send the individual’s 
name and department affiliation or staff position, 
along with a paragraph that explains why you feel 
this individual is an appropriate nominee, to 
Susan_Lemire@uml.edu or 
Melissa_Pennell@uml.edu. 

You may nominate an individual who has been 
nominated in the past but has not received the 
award. 

We ask that you send your recommendations to 
us by February 1, 2002. 

Towne Line Tire & 
Automotive Repair 

!0% Discount To All UMass-Lowell 
Students, Faculty and Employees. 

Just show your I.D. 

Complete line of tires! 

Remington * Toyo • Bridgestone/Firestone 
Goodyear • Michelin • BF Goodrich 

Your 1 Stop Automotive Service Center 

Wheel Alignments • Batteries • Transmission Service 
Oil Changes • Shocks • Struts • Exhaust Systems 
Brake Service • Same Day Service Available 


Monday - Friday 
7:30am - 5pm 

937-1810 

Major credit cards 
accepted. 

Established 1989 - Family Owned 





e 


< 




re 

Hadley 

£ 

CD 

Field 



St. Hilaire 


* 

Car Wash 

1625 Middlesex St. 
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Campus Calendar 


To add your event here, e-mail connector@uml.edu, attn: Calendar Editor 


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 



11 

Last 

Connector 
Issue of 
Semester! 

DisConnectoR 

Meeting 

6 PM in Fox 426 

Student 

Appreciation Day 

UMass Lowell 
Bookstores 


12 

Christmas 

Caroling 

11:30-1:30 
South Campus 
Gazebo 
Wacky 
Wednesday 
Holiday Party 
Sheehy Hall 
8 PM 

Chancellor’s 

Meeting 

Cumnock Hall 

ROCK FOR TOTS 


13 

Lois Gibbs, “Building 
Alliances for 
Environmental 
Movements” 
Cumnock Hall, 
1-3:00 PM 

READING DAY 

Faculty 

Appreciation Day 

UMass Lowell 
Bookstores 


14 


First Day of 
Finals 

We hope you 
are as excited 
as we are! 

UMass Lowell 
Escort Service: 

ext. 2222 


15 



That’s a mean 
looking Hawk. 


16 

Protestant 

Service 

Fox 301, 6 PM 

Catholic 

Center 

8 PM Mass 
Fox 601 

t 


17 



Grab yourself a 
cup of coffee 
and keep 
cramming for 
those finals! 


18 

Today, you’re 
going to get so fed 
up with finals that 
you throw all your 
books out the win¬ 
dow while scream¬ 
ing like a crazy 
person and waking 
up everyone in 
your dorm at 3 in 
the morning. You 
think I’m kidding, 
but you just wait... 


19 


UMass Lowell 
Escort Service: 
ext. 2222 


The Psychology 
Club is collecting 
new underwear for 
needy are children. 
Look for donation 
bins across the 
campus. 


20 


Inclement 

Weather? 

Wanna see if 
classes are 

cancelled? 

Call ext. 2121! 



22 

Go home, 
relax, and 
enjoy your 
vacation. See 
you in 
January! 


Check out the “official” activities calendar on the web! www.uml.edu/activities 


Calander Editor: Michael Conroy 


University Announcements 


f BAattle of ^ 
the Bands 

Coming Soon 

If interested in play¬ 
ing, submit a demo 
tape by Tuesday, 
February 12 at 3 PM 
to the Office of 
Student Activities in 
McGauvran. The 
Battle itself will take 
place on Feb. 21. 
More info to come. 



You SHOULD JOIN 

the Connector 
next semester! 


"Meetings: Tuesdays] 
at 6:00 PM 



Campus-Wide Toy Drive : 

• • 

• WJUL is sponsoring a campus wide Toy Drive to collect • 
•toys for local underprivileged youth. We need your help!! • 
•Beginning December 1, collection boxes will be placed in the • 
•following locations: Dugan Hall lobby (outside Admissions • 
^Office), Sheehy/Concordia link. Fox Hall SIC, North and • 
| South Student Information Center. 

• Donate your NEW, UNWRAPPED toys in these locations • 

•and help someone less fortunate than you. In addition, there * 
•will be a rock show called Rock for Tots on December 12, 2001 • 

• in the Fox MPR to help raise money and toys as well. 

•More info on that will be forthcoming. 

• For more information, check out WJUUs website at 
•wjul.cs.uml.edu or e-mail UMLToyDrive@hotmail.com . 

• Help yourself by helping others this holiday season! 


Winter Service Trip to Kentucky 


! 

I 


: 


January 12-20 (open to all) 


We will work with The Christian Appalachian Project’s 
Housing program (www.chrisapp.org) 

‘Repairing/rebuilding roofs 
“Building wheelchair ramps 
“Rebuilding rooms and porches 


iWe will live and work with college-age volunteers from around 
the country. Come live in community and serve others 


For more information and to sign up: 
Call or e-mail the Catholic Center 
978-454-0151 Catholic Center@uml.edu 


Have a great intersession! 


Senior Research Grants! 


What are they? 

The Honors Program will award grants of up to $500 for materials 
and/or activities (including travel) related to a studentis senior 
research project or thesis. A student need not be enrolled in the 
Honors Program to apply, however preference will be given to 
Honors Program students. Funds must be expended by June 15, 
2002. 


Eligibility Criteria: 

You must be an undergraduate engaged in a senior project or the¬ 
sis directed by a faculty member during the Fall 2001 and/or the 
Spring 2002 semester. 

Selection Criteria: 

Grant winners will be chosen on the basis of; 

-merit, organization, and methodology of the proposal 
-relevance of the budget items to the project 
-plans for presenting and/or publishing the work 
Application Procedure: 

Pick up an application in the Honors Office (Southwick Room 
320); Or go online to get one at 
http://www.uml.edu/honors/Res_Grant_2001.pdf 


For More Information: Contact Dr. Pennell at ext. 2798, or e-mail 
Stephen_Penell@uml.edu 


TO MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT: 

The Connector offers space for J\REZ for any University based 
organization, provided space is available. If you’re Interested in 
announcing your program, lecture, meeting, or whatever else, sim¬ 
ply e-mail connector@uml£du or call us at (978) 934-5009. 
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Classifieds 


For info on Classifieds: 
Call 978-934-5009 


ROOM FOR RENT TRAVEL 


Roommate Wanted! 

$575 mo. all utitilies incl. 1st 
and last req. Avail, now. 
Walking distance to N and S 
Very clean apt. Share w/. 27-yr. 
old student. Call Lisa 458-5629 
or 508-566-1850 


Room for Rent 
Private bath, furnished. Quiet 
Belvidere Location. 

Ideal for Mature female student. 
978-937-0420 $475-mo. 

Nancy 


Groton, MA - Riverside house 
Furnished room - use of entire 
house: garage, kitchen, phone, 
washer/dryer, cable, screenporch, 
grounds. References. $900 per mo. 
(978) 266-0040 Ext 203 


TRAVEL 


Spring Break with STS, 
America's #1 Student Tour 
Operator. Promote trips on-cam- 
pus earn cash and free trips. 
Info/Reservations 1-800-648- 
4849 ww w.ststravel.com 


♦♦♦ACT FAST! SAVE $$$, 
GET A COUPON... GO TO 
SPRlNGBREAKDlSCOUNTS.COM 
OR CALL 800-584-7502 


#1 Spring Break Vacations! 
Cancun, Jamaica, Bahamas & 
Florida. Book Early & get free 
meal plan. Earn cash & Go 
Free! Now hiring Campus Reps. 
1-800-234-7007 
endlesssummertours.com 


FUNDRAISING 


Fraternities * Sororities 
Clubs * Student Groups 

Earn $l,000-$2,000 this semes- 
ter with the easy 
CampusFundRaiser.com three 
hour fundraising vent. Does not 
involve credit card applica¬ 
tions. Fundraising dates are fill¬ 
ing quickly, so call today! 
Contact CampusFundraiser.com 
at (888) 923-3238, or visit 
www.campusfundraiser.com 


MISCELLANEOUS 


TYPING SERVICE 

Double space $2.00/page 

Single space $3.00/page 
Resumes $3.50/page 
Treasures (for typing) 

99 Mammoth Rd. Lowell 
978-452-5522 


EVENTS 


HELP WANTED 


HELP WANTED 


New Years*January«Springbreak 

MOLSON 



Days/Nights-Lift Tickets 
Condo Lodging-Serious Nightlife 



From 

only 




Uno Tournament 

Saturday mornings at the 
Sugar Shack on Univ. Ave. 
S15 to play 

Win cash prizes! 


IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 

Nights, Weekends And Days 
(some weekends required) 

YEAR ROUND 

$9.00/hr to start 

Overtime available in January 
Taking Inventory in Retail Stores 

No Experience/Paid Training 
Advancement Opportunities 
Must be 18 years or older 
Access to reliable transportation required 

RGIS Inventory Specialists 

Visit our Website: rgisinv.com 
1-888-242-RGIS or 1-800-814-8084 

Equal opportunity Employer 


Positions Available Immediately 
Alternative House is currently 
seeking Part-Time Youth/Teen 
Advocates & Shelter Advocates 
Good Hours/Good Pay 
GREAT EXPERIENCE!! 
Contact Jason (978) 937-5777 


Check out the 

DisCor\r\ector 

pg 20 - 15 


connector@uml.edu connector@uml.edu connector@umi.edu connector@umi.edu 


CAROLING & COCOA 


COME CELEBRATE 
CHRISTMAS! 


Cookies, Candy, Cocoa, and Camaraderie 


Wednesday, Dec. 12 
11:30 am -1:30 pm 


Gazebo On South Campus 
Sponsored by the Campus Ministry 
Association (CMA) 


Lowell Women’s Week 2002 

A week to celebrate the Women in Lowell . 

The events of Lowell Women's Week 2002 cele¬ 
brate women-from the hard-working Mill women 
who put their stamp on America's Industrial 
Revolution to the enterprising women here today 
who guide our city and our communities forw ard 
to the young women who represent a future bright 
with promise and vision. 

Our celebration takes place during March, pro¬ 
claimed by a joint resolution of Congress in 1987 
as Women's History Month. At the center of the 
celebration is International Women's Day, cele¬ 
brated worldwide on March 8th. 

Women’s week is an effort to get people together 
to celebrate women's lives and talk about 


women's issues and how the city of Lowell- 
and our own UMASS Lowell community-can be 
improved for women and girls. The events that 
surround Lowell Women's Week include lectures, 
information sessions, exhibits, discussions and 
performances that serve the purpose of celebrating 
this year s theme, ‘‘Women Across Cultures: 
Surviving and Thriving in an Uncertain World.” 
Most Women’s Week events are free, and all 
Women’s Week events are open to all. 

We invite you to get involved with planning or 
publicizing Women’s Week, or volunteer to with 
the programs. 

For more information about Lowell Women’s 
Week and what’s happening here on campus and 
in the city, please contact: 

Anne Mulvey at UMass Lowell 978-934-3965 
Or Anne_Mulvey@uml.edu 
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The Connector is always looking for 
more writers, layout staff, photographers, and 
more! If you're interested, make sure to leave 
time in your schedule next semester for our 
weekly meetings... 

l Tuesdays at 6:00 PM in Fox 426. 




A 


The UML Literary Society is now accepting submissions of prose, poet¬ 
ry, photography and artwork for the 2002 issue of The Offering , 

UML"s literary journal. 

*** All UML students, staff, faculty and alumni are invited to sub¬ 
mit their work for consideration . 

In order to be considered, submissions must consist of the following: 

1) Two hard copies of your work (typed, double-spaced) . 

2) A disk copy of your work (please indicate the file name and the 
program type) . All artwork and photography must also be downloaded 
on disk (preferably in JPG format) . 

3) Personal and contact information: Name, campus or home address, 
phone number, and e-mail address. Also please include your affilia¬ 
tion with the university: if a student or an alumnus, please indicate 
your major and year of graduation; if a faculty or staff member, 
please indicate your department and job title. 


Submissions may be dropped off in person at the English Dept, 
office or sent through campus mail to: 

The Offering 
c/o English Department 
412 O'Leary Library, South Campus 

If sending through the U.S. mail, 
address it to: 

The Offering 
c/o English Department 
61 Wilder Street, Suite 3 
University of Massachusetts 
Lowell 

Lowell, MA 01854 

The deadline for submissions is Wednesday, February 20, 2002. 


























































GAME TO WATCH 

Dec. 5 - men’s Basketball 
us. Franklin Pierce at 7:30, 
Costello Gymnasium 

&port£ 

Call 934-HflUIK 

Tuesday Dec.11, 2001 


Montgomery named to Verizon Team 


by Rob Velella 

Connector Editor 


Lowell native Bob Montgomery, a senior offensive 
lineman for the River Hawks football team, was recently 
named to the 2001 Verizon Academic Northeast District 
Football Team. 

Montgomery was selected for this honor by the 
College Sports Information Directors of America 
(CoSIDA). He now also qualifies for a spot on the 
Verizon Academic All-America Team, which will be 
announced later this month. 

It was his second year in a row being named to this 
team. 

More recently, Montgomery was also honored with 
the 2001 Gridiron Club of Boston Swede Nelson Award. 
This award is given to two exceptional college football 
players in New England who prove themselves not only 
one the field, but in the academic setting as well. 

Montgomery received this award out of 15 finalists. A 
ceremony will take place in Saugus, MA on Jan. 4 to 
officially recognize him as the winner. 

Montgomery was this year’s captain of the football 
team, which finished with a 1-9 record, and has been a 
starter for all four of his years on the team. He has 
played in 37 out of 41 games in his career with the 



Photos by Dawn Naves 

Above, James Whyte takes a break between plays at the 
game against Franklin Pierce. Right, Meghan Hamilton is 
fighting off the opponent. 


River Hawks. 

In addition to his athletic success, Montgomery is also 
a model student. Majoring in the difficult plastics engi¬ 
neering program, he has a cumulative grade point aver¬ 
age (GPA) of 3.78 - with a 4.0 from last year factored 
in. That successful year earned him the Dean’s Award 
for Academic Excellence in the College of Plastics 
Engineering, which includes a $500 scholarship. 

Additionally, Montgomery is a member of the engi¬ 
neering honor society Tau Beta Pi and is president of the 
Society for Plastics Engineers on campus. He was also a 
founding member of the Society of Engineering 
Athletes, an organization that offers free tutoring, assis¬ 
tance in getting oriented with the campus, and help in 
balancing the life of an athlete with the often difficult 
academic duties of a student in engineering. He also is a 
member of the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. 

In many ways, Bob Montgomery is a model student. 
He truly brings to light what a dedicated and involved 
member of the student body can accomplish. His being 
named to the Verizon Academic Northeast District foot¬ 
ball team is an honor rightfully bestowed on him. As his 
coach Wally Dembowski said, Montgomery “is a very 
focused and committed person.” 

photo by Rosalind Wyman 

Bob Montgomery # 59 takes out an opposing defender. 



Ravens steal game from Lady River 
Hawks; Men take revenge 


by Rod Velella 

Connector Editor 

The UMass Lowell women’s bas¬ 
ketball team was upset by the Ravens 
of Franklin Pierce, losing by only 
one point on Dec. 4. The loss capped 
off a three-game winning streak for 
the River Hawks. 

Both teams were fairly evenly 
matched, and the game was a strug¬ 
gle from the start. By the end of the 
first half, the River Hawks were up, 
25-24. However, with only about ten 
minutes left on the clock, the tides 
were turned, with Franklin Pierce 
ahead, 39-36. 

Their possibilities of winning were 
squelched by the unbelievable play 
of the Ravens’ tri-captain Jennifer 
Webster of Braintree. She notched 
the game-winning three-point shot 
with 3:30 left in the game. Overall, 
she hit an exceptional 70 percent of 
her field goals, nailing all four of her 
3-pointer attempts, and sinking all 
seven free throw tosses. She also had 
11 rebounds. 

River Hawk scoring was lead by 
junior forward Itxaso 
Mallaviabarrena, who was credited 
with 15 points and five rebounds. 

A day later, the men’s basketball 
team had their shot against Franklin 
Pierce. Their game more than made 


up for the women’s upset, wining 74- 

51. 

The game opened with a 32-10 
spurt lead by the River Hawks, and 
the Ravens were never able to catch 
up, coming only within 11 points at 
one time. Only 14 out of 44 shots 
made by the Ravens connected, com¬ 
pared to the River Hawks’ 27 out of 
45 - a season high percentage of 
.600. 

To better demonstrate how much 
UMass Lowell dominated, 45 of the 
River Hawks’ points were made in 
the first half alone. 

Sophomore forward Elad Inbar 
took charge on the 
court, single-hand¬ 
edly putting 23 
points on the 
scoreboard (soph¬ 
omore Uri 
Grunwald was 
close behind with 
19). Inbar also led 
the River Hawks 
this game with 
eight rebounds, 
six assists, four 
steals, and 
dropped into the 
basket 9 out of 14 
shots from the 
floor. 

A few days 
later, on Saturday, 


the women’s team had another NE- 
10 match-up against Pace University. 
Pace had the home court advantage, 
taking the game 73-57. Twenty-two 
of Pace’s points were from senior 
forward Astrid Best. 

Those results may sound disap¬ 
pointing, but the team still has some 
promise. Their conference record is 
split 3-3, and there are still plenty of 
games to go. 

Both teams will continue their sea¬ 
son over the semester break. Keep up 
with their progress by checking out 
www.goriverhawks.com. 



Scores 

Hockey 

UML 4 @ St. Lawrence 0 
UML 3 @ Clarkson 2 
Men’s Basketball 
UML 54 @ Adelphi 67 
Women’s Basketball 
UML 57 @ Pace 73 


Upcoming River Hawk Games 


Hockey 

Fri. 12/28 UML @ Denver Cup 
vs. Harvard 4:35pm 

Men’s Basketball 

Tue. 12/11 UML vs. Southern CT 7:30pm 
Sat. 12/29 UML @ St. Michael’s Tour. 
3:00pm 


Women’s Basketball 

Tue. 12/11 UML vs. South. CT 5:30pm 
Sat. 12/29 UML vs. New York Tech 
2:00pm 

Check updates at www.goriverhawks.com 



















River Hawks win a 

Hawks complete a sweep this weekend, as Senior goal- 
W tender Cam McCormick racks up another shut out. 


by Ryan Jansen 

Connector Staff 

The River Hawks completed 
a North Country weekend 
sweep on Saturday night when 
they defeated Clarkson 3-2 at 
Cheel Arena in Potsdam, New 
York. On Friday night. Cam 
McCormick stopped 27 shots as 
UML blanked St. Lawrence 4- 
0. The weekend sweep 
improved the Hawk’s record to 
12-2 on the season. 

Friday the Hawks, driven by 
the stellar net minding of 
McCormick, shut out the St 
Lawrence Saints. McCormick 
stopped 27 shots for the win. 
Scoring was opened at 9:05 of 
the first when Anders Strome 
received a pass from Niklas 
Storm, cut in from the corner 
and put a wrister past St 
Lawrence’s Kevin Ackley. Two 
minutes later Dan Fontas 


scored after winning his own 
face off. At 17:37 of the second 
period Yorick treille intercepted 
a pass from one of the Saint’s 
defenders and ripped a slap 
shot from the slot, which flew 
into the net just under the 
crossbar. Darryl Green finished 
off the scoring at 10:52 of the 
third when he fired a shot 
whose rebound was deflected in 
off a Saint defender’s skate. 

Saturday night’s second peri¬ 
od break out and Jimi St. 

John’s goalkeeping set the 
stage for a 3-2 win against 
Clarkson. In his second game, 
Ken Farrell scored his first goal 
of the season, unassisted. At 
3:04 of the second, Farrell skat¬ 
ed into Clarkson’s zone and 
took a wrist shot from the right 
face-off circle, beating goal- 
tender Mike Walsh. Clarkson 
tied the game with a short- 
handed goal when Baptiste 
Amar slipped while controlling 


the puck in the Lowell zone. 
Amar slid into St. John and 
Rob McFeeters put the puck 
into the unprotected net. Three 
minutes later Lowell took a 3-1 
lead with a pair of goals com¬ 
ing 30 seconds apart. At 8:54 
Laurent Meunier received a 
feed from Kevin Kotyluk and 
one timed a shot to beat Walsh. 
At 9:24 Steve Slonina received 
a pass from Mark Concannon 
and backhanded a shot high 
into the net. 

The Golden Nights finished 
off the scoring with a 3rd peri¬ 
od power play goal when St. 
John lost the puck after making 
the initial save on a shot and 
the puck trickled past the goal 
line. Lowell went 0-4 on the 
power play for the night while 
Clarkson was 1-3. 

The Hawks are off until after 
Christmas when they travel to 
Denver for the Wells Fargo 
Denver Cup. 
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Photo by Erin Jansen 

Baptiste Amar circles the ice during the Hawks victory over St. 
Lawrence 4-0. 


Coach MacDonald Applauds his Team’s Efforts 


by Erica Gabriel 

Connector Staff 

The men’s hockey team is a force to 
be reckoned with. Awesome team work 
plays a big part in the accomplishment. 
But, the guys are getting an extra boost 
this season from their new head coach, 
Blaise MacDonald. 

His career started out in 1988 when 
he coached under Billy Riley Jr., here at 
UMass Lowell. Then, from 1996-2001, 
he produced a record of 91-58-17 with 
the Niagara men’s hockey team over 
five seasons. When former UML coach 
Tim Whitehead turned down a new con¬ 


tract at the end of last season from ath¬ 
letic director Dana Skinner, the search 
was on for his replacement and all 
arrows pointed in the direction of Blaise 
MacDonald. 

Since his arrival. Coach MacDonald 

has brought some extra aspects to the 

team that they previously may not have 
worked on. “I stress the details,” he 
commented. “I micromanage the team 
and hold all players responsible for what 
happens during a game.” Whatever he 
seems to be doing is working like a 
charm. 

Turning to a more focused subject, I 
asked Coach MacDonald to talk specifi¬ 
cally about the roles of some of his 


players. “In terms of lines, Kevin 
Kotyluck, Anders Strome and Nicklas 
Storm are the most consistent line. In 
terms of pairs. Laurent Meunier and 
Yorick Treille as well as Chris 
Gustafson and Baptist Amar are the 
most consistent together. 

Despite loosing several key contribu¬ 
tors, including Ron Hainsey to the pro’s, 
MacDonald is enthusiastic about the 
team’s accomplishments. “We play a 
different style now. We’re less depend¬ 
ent on one person. All of the guys have 
contributed to the defensive line.” 

He also mentioned that Assistant 
Captain Jerramie Domish and Captain 
Chris Gustafson have done a great job 


in directing the defensive line. 

When asked about his plans for next 
season, he replied that “we are diligent¬ 
ly recruiting every day. This is extreme¬ 
ly important since we lose nine players 
next season, who are all seniors.” Two 


St. John and Cam McCormick. 

MacDonald finished off by saying 
that, “we are going to be a surprise team 
that overachieves.” Even though the 
team is off to a great start, he says, 
“there is a lot of room for improvement 
on a day to day basis. We have to focus 
on the process to become even better.” 


Around 

_ THE 

Boards 


by Douglas Noworyta 

Connector Staff 

This past Friday, Cam McCormick accomplished the impossible by 
breaking the school record for shutouts, totaling six. He leads Hockey 
East with a goals against of .60 and a save percentage of .970. He 
continues to get help from the offense in front of him, as well as from 
a strong defense. 

Cam was named Itech goalie of the month of November. He has 
done nothing less than shut down other teams’ offenses; who knows 
what record could be broken next? He has helped himself with these 
excellent performances in the net for the River Hawks. 

However, he is not by himself when it comes to accomplishments. 
Anders Strome is making a push for super star status as a result of his 
excellent goal-scoring in the past month. There is no telling what 
other records are going to be broken by this team or its individual 
players. Even with its overall standing, the team could go into the 
break with one of the best records in college hockey. From there, the 
2001-2002 River Hawks have a chance to go down in the record 
books as one of the best teams in school history. The record for most 
Hockey East wins could possibly fall if they continue to win. This just 
might be the year of the River Hawk in Hockey East. The River 
Hawks just seem to be on a mission this year. They have now found 
the formula for winning and it seems to be working. The coach has 
given them the tools and the motivation to bring the best out on the 
ice. At this point, I give the team an A+ grade. 


We’re not like every 
other high-tech company. 
We’re hiring. 


No one told you the hardest part of being an engineer would be finding 
your first job. Of course, it s still possible to get the high-tech work 
you want by joining the U.S. Air Force. You can leverage your degree 
immediately and get hands-on experience with some of the most 
sophisticated technology on earth.To find out how to get your career off 
the ground, call 1 -800-423-USAF or visit our Web site at airfbrce.com. 


V 


U.S. AIR FORCE 
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The ®IMQ(B Vortex 


PROJECT: MOTAMIMAL OPUATIOM: The Forgotten Prince 




It is true that at one time he stood against 
you. but SPIFYRA IS NOT OUR ENEMY!!! 




Every day he comes here to pray 
and try to find some peace. 


Spifyra has been deceived his 
entire life, all he knows is a lie 


He must be told the truth, 
and he must join our quest 



Stay tuned!!! 
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BRAZEN : Episode 11- Backstreet Gnome. 
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Girls & Sports by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein 



THE THIRD RAIL By Bill Harrington 



MEDUSA MEETS EGGHEAD 
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if arts anti derangement 

Tlirning ‘Glitter’ into gold 


by Sharing Energy 

DisConnector Opinionator 

Hollywood was stunned this week by 
the early announcement of the Academy 
Awards nominations. The nods aren’t 
usually mentioned until February, but 
this year, the Academy decided to make 
an exception. 

The reason? 

“Mariah Carey’s performance in 
Glitter was so exceptional, we had to 
announce it early,” declared Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts & Sciences presi¬ 
dent Jack Valenti, noting that this was 


the first time in AMPAS’ history that 
the nominations came out early. Sharing 
the rest of the lead actress nomination^ 
were Shannon Elizabeth in American 
Pie 2 (“Her accent reminds me of a 
young Meryl Streep—and she finds 
ways to be so innovative!” gushed 
Valenti), Jennifer Love Hewitt for 
Heartbreakers (“She is such a cham- 
leon!!!”), and Halle Berry for Swordfish 
(As for her, Valenti merely coughed and 
said “no comment”). This rather young 
grouping of actresses has led some in 
the industry to dub it the “ingenuity 
awards.” 

Particularly bitter was Leelee 


Sobieski, who appeared in approxi¬ 
mately 42 films this year, only to 
find herself shut out. “I thought I 
was a shoe-in; I’ve been reading my 
poetry every chance I get to prove 
that I’m serious—and that I’m not 
Helen Hunt.” 

Mariah is strongly favored to take 
home the golden statue, as her per¬ 
formance moved the 75 people 
nationwide who saw Glitter to tears. 
I’d wish Leelee better luck for next 
year, but Britney Spears’ film is set 
for a 2002 opening, and I think by 
then we’ll hear Oscar singing “Oops- 
I did it Again!” 



Best Review Ever 


by Li’l (Ferris) Bueller 
DisConnector Arrogance 

You know all semester long it is my job to 
sit down and write reviews about different 
bands and the albums they put out. or maybe 

even their live shows. But it's a lonely job; I 

mean who writes the reviews about me? 
When do I get to bask m the sunlight ? Well. 

I*m sick of reviewing all the pompous bands 
out there with there I'm better than life atti¬ 
tudes, this review is all about me, a regular 
person. 

If I had to pick four letters that best 
described me. I’d have to go with P-I-M-P. 
Not to sound like a jerk but I mean the 
women do love me. I’m one of those guys 
that everyone wants to be like. You see me 
walking down the street and you think to 
yourself, “Wow that guy spells cool.” I’m a 
simple person who likes to do simple things, 
like taking out my private airplane for a spin 
around Massachusetts. Or get on my yacht 
and do some deep-sea fishing, or just get in 


my limousine and drive around town for a 
few hours. It’s the simple things in life that 
make me happy. I’ve been a musician all my 
life, I sing and play the sax and have been in 
numerous bands, and although none of the 
bands ever made it big. they should have! I 
just think the industry just isn’t ready for my 
brand of polka/hip-hop that I call polk-hop 
but one day it wilfoe huge...oh yes...YTuGE! 
Until then I will continue to study Sound 
Recording Technology here at UMass Low - 
Hell, where it’s obvious that I will be the 
greatest sound engineer to have ever lived. 
Just talk to any of my professors, like Dr. 
John Shirley who had this to say, “Bill is 
going to be the greatest sound engineer to 
have ever lived.” 

When I’m not actively out trying to save 
the sperm whale, I write articles for the 
DisConnector. In my opinion, (and I am sure 
you will all agree) I write the best articles 
you’ll find in this paper. Although I don’t 
think a certain Editor-in-Beef agrees, I just 
think he’s jealous because he knows he’s not 
as cool as I am. Don’t get me wrong, he is 
cool...but just not as cool as 
me. And really who is? Even 
if you don’t know me, by 
reading this review I’m sure 
you have come to the conclu¬ 
sion that I am definitely cooler 
then you. But don’t be dis¬ 
couraged about that, I mean 
it’s not your fault entirely, 

God obviously put me on this 
planet for one reason...to be 
cooler then everyone else.* • 
Now some of you non¬ 
believers out there might think 
that I sound a little bit con¬ 
ceited. But rest assured when I 
write reviews there is no bias 
at all, just hard and straight¬ 
forward facts. I’ve done a lot 
of research on this matter and 
I’ve interviewed many peo¬ 
ple... ok, well, really just my 
mom but she says that I am 
the greatest thing on Earth so 
why shouldn’t all of you feel 
the same way? In my opinion 
you should all love me, in fact 
you should all want to be like 
me. Well, I hope you all have 
Photo by Frat Cuiiings (even if he failed out of school) a great winter break. Till next 
Who is this man, really? Could he be the savior of mankind? time PEACE!! 



No more free music 


by Silly Fuelner 

DisConnector Music Bootlegger 

Well, it finally happened. The 
unbelievable has occurred. The 
RIAA has finally gone too far with 
its plan to thwart music lovers from 
enjoying any kind of music. Just in 
time for the holiday shopping sea¬ 
son the RIAA will introduce it s 
new WLM-CHIP (short for We 
Love Money), on all CDsoeing^ 
distributed in the US. The chip 
which will be embedded directly on 
CDs will prevent users from being 
able to “rip” songs off of CDs and 
place them on your computer as 
files that can be shared via the 
internet. But it doesn’t stop there, if 
a user tries to “rip” any songs off 
of a CD that contains this chip the 
chip will immediately delete all 
files off your computer and render 
it inoperable. But there is still yet 
to come, after you’ve watched all 
your files being deleted in horror 
the chip will then shoot the user 
with an electrical charge that will 
render the person handicapped for 
the rest of their lives. The band 
Metallica is trying to work on a 
chip that will actually kill the user. 
The chip will be on their upcoming 
new release entitled NAPSTER 
BAD, and will not only be the first 
CD to use this technology but also 
will be the first CD recorded by a 
band that is so lazy they actually 
paid another band to write and play 
all the music on it. 

Now you are probably sitting 
there saying to yourselves, “This 
c^n’t be! How can our government 
allow this to happen?!” Well it 
seems that president and CEO of 
the RIAA Hilary Rosen bribed 
Congress with some of her home 
made brownies. When the Senator 
from Nebraska was asked about the 
bribe he was quoted as saying, 

“You just have to taste her brown¬ 
ies, they are to die for!” When Ms. 
Rosen was approached by reporters 
asking her about the ethical impuri¬ 
ties this new chip would impose on 
society, she was quoted as saying. 
“Hey we feel it is our constitutional 
right to totally disregard every 
other Americans constitutional 


right..so NAH!’* But it gets even 
worse. The RIAA has set up a spe¬ 
cial task force that has one mission, 
which is to find and destroy the 
creators of such file sharing pro¬ 
grams like Napster, Kazza, or 
Aimster. The mission dubbed 
“Operation WE COMIN’ FOR 
YOU!” will be led by Lars Ulrich. 
In a taped statement Lars had this 
to say, “You see ummm..the systa- 
matic relationship 

ummm.between the imperi- 

cal.. .ummmmm.people.will 

degrade the evolutionary 
the full extent.” Analysts at this 
time are still working to figure out 
what it is Lars is trying to say. 
Another problem that this new chip 
will cause is that, because the chip 
is actually bigger then the CD 
itself, conventional CD players 
won’t be able to play any of the 
new CDs that have the chip. The 
RIAA holds a patent on the new 
kind of CD player dubbed the RB- 
CD Player, short for “Really Big 
CD player” that can play these 
CDs. The only place you can pur¬ 
chase them however is at 
www.RIAA.com. and they will run 
you about $800.00 and will require 
the use of 12 D size batteries, 
bringing the total weight of the unit 
with CD inside to about 15 pounds. 
When Britney Spears was asked 
how she felt about the new chip she 
said, “Whatever Justin says about 
it.” Alanis Morisetje was quoted as 
saying, “I’m naked touch me.” And 
rap artist Method Man said, 
“[Expletive Deleted].” What this 
proves is that even most of the 
artists themselves are too stupid to 
realize what the RIAA is doing. So 
it’s up to us to combat the RIAA. 
We need to ban together and boy¬ 
cott all the music that is coming out 
with the new chip installed. 
Although it will be hard to pass up 
buying Britney Spears’ new album 
or O-Town’s soon to be released 
greatest hits album, we must fight 
the temptation! Well as always if 
you have something you want 
reviewed drop me a line, and look 
for my review on Umass Low- 
Hell’s own boy band, 105K. These 
guys are gonna be hot!! PEACE! 
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The Obligatory 

Top 10 Lists 


Top Ten Things 
Overheard in the 
Perkins St. Lot 
' a.k.a. “The Dirt Pit”) 

10. "How much you 
askin?” 

9. “I thought I put my CD 
player in my car last night.” 

8. "Thank god there’s a 
security' officer here.” 

"At least they paved the 
parking lot.” 

6. "I don’t mind walking 
in the dark.” 

5. "Park down there, no 
one will see us bring it in.” 

"I got a bat, let’s go 
have fun.” 

3. "I dare you to eat that.” 

2. "The bums make good 
conversation with us.” 

1. “I could have sworn 1 
parked down here.” 


Top Ten Reasons To 
Work For the School 
Newspaper 

10. Meet the Redhead. 

9. Overhear people critcize 
your writing and pretend 
you’re someone else. 

8. Who needs weekends? 

7. Weekly deadlines really 
help you get time manage¬ 
ment skills. 

6. Hang out with Rob. You 
know, the one with the long 
hair. 

5. Two words: free pizza. 
Oh, wait. We don’t get that 
anymore. 

4. Meet “that feminist girl” 
that does the column. 

3. Be in awe of Bill 
Mueller. 

2. Hang out with “Chirp,” 
the stuffed cricket (yes, they 
exist) 

1. Make fun of everyone 
you know once a semester 
in the DisConnector. 


Ten Best Reasons to Attend UML 

10. South Campus becomes a swimming pool when it 
rains. 

9. So is Res. North when the water main breaks. 

8. Parking is so easy! And you’re usually within walking 
distance, and sometimes your car is even safe. 

7. Situated in a gorgeous, sprawling urban city, where 
you can see an amazing variety of souped-up Honda low- 
riders with spoilers higher than the roof. 

6. Nuclear power! 

. Meteorology majors are HOT! (that’s a weather joke) 
4. BAM. 


3. Sketchy tunnels you can use on North Campus. 

2. FREE school newspapers every Tuesday! 

1. Live on campus. Take a bus to class. So convenient! 


This one's too easy 



Now, keeping in mind that the DisConnector staff is only interested in qual¬ 
ity humor, we have decided not to say anything regarding the above picture. 
We feel that saying anything about the person pictured above simply because 
of the funny look on his face is beneath us. Really, any story behind this pic¬ 
ture would be just too much. This being the case, we invite you, the reader, 
to take a moment and laugh at what we could have said, but didn’t. The 
moral of the story is simple: do not let people take goofy pictures of you on 
this campus. And, if you do, make sure that no one on the newspaper staff 
ever gets a hold of it. Thank you. 


FILLER FILLER FILLER FILLER FILLER FILLER FILLER 
FILLER FILLER FILLER FILLER FILLER FILLER FILLER 

(Sorry, I ran out of better ideas. It’s been a long semester) 


A ‘star’ on campus 



by Now Weak ish, Mad B r illian ce 

DisConnector Stargazer 

In a recent interview with a 
spokesperson at Salt Dissy 
Pictures I found out something 
very interesting about one of 
UMass Low-Hells’ professors. 

Professor P. Rahirah will be 
starring in the remake of 
Pinocchio. 

Professor Rahirah's Exploring 
the Universe lecture is a popular 
course for students to take to 
fulfill one of their science Gen. 
Ed. requirements. And it’s easy 
too. 

Any student that has ever had 
professor Rahirah knows that he 
loves to start the semester with 
an amazing rendition of the 
Pinocchio hit “When You Wish 
upon A Star.” A spokesperson at 
Dissy pictures said, “We have 
been looking for someone to 
sing that song for us but whoev¬ 
er sang it had to make it spe¬ 


cial.” 

The Dissy representative con¬ 
tinued, “A recent graduate from 
UMass Low-Hell that now 
works for us actually recom¬ 
mended professor Rahirah for 
the position. We went to his lec¬ 
tor on Tuesday the first day of 
classes this past semester and 
professor Rahirah's version was 
exactly what we were looking 
for. It had all the heart and love 
for the stars that the song should 
have always had.” 

It is assumed that professor 
Rahirah will be recording 
“When You Wish Upon A Star” 
over intercession so he can be 
back to teach second semester. If 
you haven’t taken Exploring the 
Universe with professor Rahirah 
you’re missing out. You can 
enjoy his love for the stars and 
hear “When You Wish Upon A 
Star” live next semester at 8 
a.m. to 8:50 a.m. MWF on South 
Campus. 



o 

o 

LL 




















: vA' » iyvj 

Page 17 DisCo, Fall 2001 


.;n 



by Frack Jost 

DisConnector Secret Santa 

It was a very sad day as far as 
days go for residents on South 
Campus. 

In the midst of all the fun 
with the innocent, freshly fallen 
snow, there was a tragedy. As 
many know, the All-Hen house 
is locked tight to protect us 
from the evil ghosts that live 
within. Well, who was there to 
protect this poor soul? The per¬ 
son, a commuter student, was 
locked out of his car as the 
snow piled around him. He was 
• one of the few lowers that still 
don't have a cell phone and 
could not call for help. Without 
an ID to unlock the doors to the 
South Campus residence halls, 
this kid was unable to find heat 
and shelter. 

He had no other place to turn. 


nowhere to go, and everyone 
was safely tucked inside to 
escape the cold. 

When he tried to enter the 
All-Hen House to survive and 
keep warm he found it was 
locked. Several hours later, he 
was found, frozen. Now a snow 
person forever guarding the 
entrance to the old house (or at 
least until he melts), the uniden¬ 
tified commuter student serves 
as a symbol to us all: don't lock 
your keys in your car. 

Aside from that, the snow 
person is a pretty sight for those 
you don't know who he is, 
where he’s from, or just don’t 
give a damn for others. We 
should all take a moment of 
silence to remember this fellow 
student the university failed to 
care about, and maybe see if 
you can knock his head off with 
a snowball. 


Tragedy in Snow 




Some idiot got himself frozen 


like 


Photo by someone unwilling to help the guy 

a snowman. 


Pathological liar swears 
he is telling the truth 

by Bobby Ubertek 
DisConnector Pimp 

This past Monday afternoon, Beileu Dahski swore to his friends 
that he was telling the truth about what he did on his Saturday 
Night. He was telling his friends that he had bowled a 86 point 
bowling game. They did not believe him. 

“He’s always lying to us about waht he does on the weekends.” 
One friend confided in the DisConnector. “We all know that sits in 
his room and plays Starcraft on his weekends. He only leaves the 
room to go to ARABARF ” 

Dahski was really persistent in telling his friends that he in fact 
did go to the bowling alley and score an 86. None of his friends 
believed him though. 

“He doesn’t have a car, and besides the three of us, he has no 
other friends. He doesn't have a job and he rarely leaves his room.” 
Said another one of his friends. “He’s one of those FocksRox Hall 
16th floor types. I think you know what I mean,” he said mysteri¬ 
ously, also mentioning something about a plastics engineering 
major. 

Dahski also told his friends that he was on the bowling team in 
his High School, and considered himself an athlete for it. They all 
laughed at the notion of bowlers being athletes and left the cafeteria 
to go to their Women’s Studies class. Dahski said that he tried to 
get into the class, but the University had a hold flag on his account 
until after the Add/Drop period ended. Once again, none of his 
friends believe that either. 

, MOM 
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South Campus 
Quad renamed 



However, the new name has sparked outrage 
from South campus students, who fear that 
“South central” may attract gang activity. 

As of this writing, only three shoot-outs had 
been documented after the name change took 
effect. Poverty levels remain the same, howev¬ 
er, as college students are still poor as hell. 


by Stereotypical South Campus Hippie 


DisConnector Liberal Arts Major 


Finally, the University administration has had 
enough. 

After a heavy amount of complaints (one). 
Chancellor Krogan has decided 
to rename the South Campus 
Quad. The complaint(s) cen¬ 
tered around the misnomer of 
“quad.” Such a term implies 
“quadrangle,” which in turn 
implies four comers. 

South Campus’s “Quad,” 
however, is so misshapen, it’s 
difficult to identify it’s four 
comers. After confirmation 
from one of those geeky pock¬ 
et-protector-wearing math 
majors, the Chancellor looked 
into a new name. 

After lengthy debate, and 
bringing together some of the 
best and brightest of UMass 
Low-Hell’s administration, 
faculty, staff, and students, the 
new name was found: South 
Central. 

“It’s brilliant,” said Krogan. 

“It makes sense too, because 
it’s in the middle. Sorta.” 


Photo by <insert tag symbol hero 

The South Campus Quad has become South Central. Dawg. 



BATMAN WAS RECENTLY SPOTTED AROUND 
SOUTH CAMPUS, TAKING THE LAW INTO HIS 
OWN HANDS. THE HIGH SOUIRKEL PETE HAS 
ORDERED THIS CAPED CRUSADER BE CAP¬ 
TURED AND DETAINED IMMEDIATELY. 
REWARD! (CASH ON DELIVERY) 
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III Of Mil CtlBIflllSR 

Empowering My World 

by Test O. Sterone 
DisConnecror DisColumnist 

As a Male I feel my gender gets the raw end of the deal 
every day. Why do the men always have to go out and work 
while the women stay home? Can’t I stay home and cook 
and dean all day while the Woman of the House works? The 
idea of standing at the grill every weekday sounds great to 
me. Who wants a measly 4-course meal w hen I can make a 
10-course meal in half the time? Cleaning will be fun when 
I go out and get all the products with the extra buzzers, 
bells, and whistles I can find. I always wanted a remote con¬ 
trol vacuum cleaner. 

Currently I am doing my part in empowering the 
Community and the world. I work as an electrician; my job 
is to bring the power into your houses. Day in and day out I 
put m all the necessary hours to make sure YOUR house has 
power in it. I go out in the storms to restore power; my 
empowerment keeps the world going. 

I don’t need to be a member of the He Man Woman 
Haters Club to get something done. Just talking rationally 
will solve the problems before they get out of hand. On the 
other hand, the He Man Woman Haters Club has some great 
league sports. Wednesday is bowling, Thursday is chess, and 
best of all Monday is the bake off. The club also has a state 
of the art sports club with tennis, golf, racquetball, polo, etc. 

Before we part and go our merry ways I would like to 
teach you one of my favorite recipes. It’s for a sausage 
pizza. The first step is to go to the grocery store and wander 
around aimlessly for about an hour without putting anything 
into your carriage. After the hour just pick up one of the 
SMALL bags of flour and only purchase that bag. Next you 
must go home and call Dominoes and order the sausage 
pizza so it will arrive before your significant other gets 
home. Take out a pizza pan to match the size of the pizza, 
and spill some flour about the kitchen to make it look like 
you slaved for hours. Pre-heat the oven to 200 degrees, just 
to keep the pizza warm once it arrives. When the pizza 
arrivespay^riflTand don’t forget to tip the driver well. 

AJftef Ihe driver pulls off, take the pizza out of the box and 
put it onto the pizza pan and place the pan in the oven. 
Destroy and hide the box. Once your significant other 
returns take the pizza out of the oven and tel? thenffwu Tiavt* 
been slaving all day over it. Serve some cheese with your 
^hine and you are all set. 


Dear Nicole 

by Sea n You-Know-Who 
Class of 2010 

First of all, this letter is for Nicole. No one else 
should read it because it is very personal. 

Nicole, if you’re reading this, I just wanted to say 
I’m sorry. I still think we belong together. I know 
you’re mad at me. I should never have told everyone 
about your venereal disease. Or that blonde isn’t 
your natural color. Or that your breath smells horri¬ 
ble in the morning. 

I never meant to hurt your feelings. I mean, that 
little fight we had last week wasn’t as bad as the 
time that I tripped as we were walking through the 
quad and accidentally grabbed your shirt and tore it 
off. I really don’t think anyone noticed that you 
stuffed your bra anyway, so I'm glad you got over it. 

Granted, I should have told you sooner about the 
time that I slept with your roommate. I mean, the 
two of you do look really similar in the dark. And 
she wasn't that much better than you. Not really. 
Maybe a little bit though. At least she stopped calling 
me. 

Keep in mind all the good times we had together. 
Remember the time you got so sloshed at that party 
that you vomited all over your best friend? I was 
there to take you home and clean your hair (sorry I 
wasn’t there to hold it back for you). And remember 
the time we had a picnic in the park, just the two of 
us? Those teeth marks from the squirrels that 
attacked you really healed nicely and there’s hardly a 
scar. Oh, my favorite time was when we were mak¬ 
ing out in your car, and we got just a little carried 
away, and the guy at the drive-through window 
called the cops on us. I still haven’t told your dad 
that we almost got arrested for the open beer cans we 
had in the back seat, so don’t worry. 

Nicole, I know you’re out there. Please, call me. I 
miss you. And besides, you never gave me back my 
credit card, and I’m starting to get the strangest 
charges on my bill. 

I love you, Nicole! (Just like I told you, and I did¬ 
n’t mean to call you Alison when I said it.) 


ULow-Hell students look 
to squirrel for leadership 


_by Steal Allelev_ 

DisConnector Reverend AMEN 


Members of the student body at 
UMass Low-Hell are sign¬ 
ing up in droves, but not 
really that many, for a new 
religion that recently 
bloomed on campus. 

The religion follows the 
teachings of Pete the 
Squirrel, one of the many 
furry little guys running 
rampant on South Campus. 

Pete, sire of at least thirty 
baby squirrels, published 
his thoughts on faith and 
the beginning of the world 
using fallen leaves with 
acorns for binding. 

The book has already 
sold in the dozens. 

“It’s unbelievable what 
Pete can teach us,” said 
Spike Meluck, a resident of 
Cornucopia Hall who is 
nothing less than insane. 

He recently donated his 
Mustang to help Pete in his 
campaign for UMass Low- 
Hell Chancellor which, 
though not an elected posi¬ 
tion, he has already printed 
up signs and pamphlets for. 


Some of Pete’s teachings include 
the need to give up on materialism 
and wealth, though that punk-ass little 
squirrel now drives a Lexus and 
wears a Rolex watch. 


However, not all South Campus 
residents are so easily manipulated by 
some squirrel that can't even talk 
except by making strange chirping 
noises. Residents of room 309 in She- 
Ra Hall are staging 
protests, led by Scott 
Matt, who threatened to 
“pop that tiny rodent’s 
eardrums like an over- 
inflated balloon using 
nothing more than an 
electric guitar and a 
really big amp.” I’m not 
entirely sure what that 
means, but the kid has 
two first names. What’s 
up with that? I mean, 
really, TWO first 
names? Greedy, don’t 
you think? 

And for that matter, 
who would name a 
squirrel Pete? 

Shouldn’t it be a 
name like “Fuzzy?” Or 
maybe “Slappy?” But, 
c’mon. Pete? I’m not 
even going to continue 
writing this crap. I need 
a better job writing 
about real news. I mean, 
religious squirrels? That 
doesn’t even make any 
sense. Seriously. 



DisConnector Staff 
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[Biohazard] 


The Inner Circle 


Guy Who Gets His Name at the Top 

(this) Job Is-hella 


Submissives 

Manger 

Tsu Only 

Takes the 
Pictures 

Rosev Lynn 
Why-Men? 

Resident 

Redhead 

(we checked) 
Jenny-Fur 
Not-spelled- 
Russo 


Dates the 
Redhead 

(we checked) 
Frying 

Fewandgoski 

Finally Got 
A Woman 

The Project: 
Mutanimal Guy 

Biggest 

Influence 

Maxim 

Magazine 


Positions 

Editor 

The other Rob 
with long hair 

Freshman 

Mike 

something 

Manly Jock 
StufT Editor 

Slow Hardass 


The Popular Kids 


Chippy Kari 

Hoyce Beef 

Sean Connery-way 

Filled Crueller 

Caring Every 

Hot Babes 

Brazen Boy 

Big Dougie 

Ten Han scorn 

Kara Balls 

Dolly n’ Entennman’s 

Spike Breedy 

Crying Mansion 

Heff Odd 


Not Really In Charge 


Literally Our Advisor None-of-vour-Business Advisor 

Prof. B. Dee/Skills Murray M. Cone-deely 


Really In Charge 


Secretary Office Manager 

Not Ad Manager Sue Miriam Krabbyasbestos 


Not Worth Reading 


General : The DisConnector is a large-profit (size matters) stu¬ 
dent brothel serving the University of Massachusetts Low-Hell 

community. The paper is supposed to be published weekly and 
distributed for $25 a copy to the university community every 

luesaayorso^mere are no businessnours^edontliK^vonc 

UMass Low-Hell students, only music majors, are invited to 

sleep with the DisConnector staff. Interested students should 
contact Tsu, she's easy. 

Advertising : The DisConnector advertisements reach, I 
dunno, maybe two or three random people. But not students; 
most can't read. To "tap" this group of future high-income earn¬ 
ers, contact Tsu (again she's easy). Only advertisements depict¬ 
ing naked women will be accepted. DEADLINE for ALL adver¬ 
tising TO INCLUDE STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS and 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES OF THE UNIVERSITY (why 
the hell are we shouting?) is never - we don't want your petty 
business. No exceptions will be made. 

Classified advertisements are $500 for students or "favors." 

Editorial : Letters to the Editors aren't read- we can't read. All 
letters should not be sent. I told you, our students can't read. 
The author may request to sleep with the Calender Editor- he's 
fine and a freshman too.The opinions given are ours, and you 
better like them. The Opinions and Letters section will be edited 
in any way we please to better reflectour own opinions. If that's 
an problem, don't read it and stop whining, you big baby. 

Submission : Submission is encouraged as we like to be on 
top. Submissions should be hot and wet. Submissions must be 
freshman - we like to break them in ourselves. Accompanying 
visuals must be submitted in hard copy. Submissions are gener¬ 
ally on their knees - but exceptions will be made if you come up 
with something creative. 

All women submitted become the property of the 
DisConnector and will not be returned unless requested in 
advanceor when we're finished. The DisConnector reserves the 
right to edit or refuse all submissions for copy, content, and 
length (as mentioned above, size does matter). 

The DisConnector will make every effort to prevent pregnan¬ 
cy, but assumes no responsibility for errors. Credit for errors are 
made only for first insertion. 

On a lighter note, my favorite video game was always Q-Bert. 
I mean, that was clever. It's some little creature thing that jumps 
around and stuff. Sure, there's really no reason behind his need 
to jump on all the boxes, but that's a lot of fun. 

In my spare time, I like long walks on the beach, stopping to 
smell the flowers, and BAM... whatever that is. 

Speaking of ruling the world, we're currently collecting 
funds for the Snobness-For-Supreme-Leader campaign. Send all 
donations in cash only at Cornucopia Hall's room 209. 

Puppies are cute and fun to play with. 

What the hell is River Hawk anyway? 

When it's cold, mittens keep my hands nice and warm. But I 
can't get my keys out of my pockets. So I have to take my mit¬ 
tens off, but that takes away the whole point. I used to have a cat 
name mittens but now it's dead. 

If you're reading this, I need your help. This is the 
DisConnector computer. I'm falling apart. I need maintenance, 
maybe even an upgrade. For the love of Pete, send someone here 
now! Wait, someone's coming... oh, no! They're coming to infect 
me with another virus! Send help! Call the technician! This is 
inhumane! STOP! NO! DON'T RESTART WITHOUT SHUT¬ 
TING DOWN FIRST!... 


The DisConnector is located in their new office in the All- 
Hen House, where the editor just opened his third brothel of 
cheap and easy women (men by request only). We’re currently 
hiring young freshmen girls (brunettes need not apply). We 
like blondes- real blondes. We check. As we don't have a tele¬ 
phone we encourage you to stop by and come get some. 
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The guys your mom warned you about 

^ FocksRox’s 12th floor residents take over the building; several RAs still missing 


they had advertised their fiendish plot on 
the web site maintained by some kid name 
Dookie. 

As other RAs tried to respond to help 
their colleagues, they also fell prey to the 
12th floor conspiracy. Finally, all the RAs, 
including the Portuguese guy who runs the 
whole thing, were captured. 

“From there, it was fairly easy,” said 
Huge, who thinks he is some kind of Chief. 
“The remaining residents were more than 
willing to live under our regime.” 

Those who refused. Flowin’ added, would 
be crushed under the power of his decibel¬ 
breaking speakers. 

Currently, FocksRox Hall is more peace¬ 
ful than ever, as those who oppose the new 
organization are quickly disposed of and 
their names added to the “Wall of Shame” 
as a warning to others. 

However, some residents admit they are 
really living in fear. The RAs who were 
captured were never heard from again, 
though it is presumed they’re okay, but in 
the role of servants to the masters of the 

These 12th floor residents have taken over FocksRox Hall. The afro one seems to be their leader. 1 don’t know what the Santa hats mean. new regime. Members of the 12th floor 

— - - wish to extend to the RAs’ families that 

Instead, they were able to capture the three RAs as they are okay ^ ^ be returned soon> as long as 

by the other Chief hostages. In fact, the whole 12th floor was in on it, they do no{ upset ^ Chief 

DisConnector Ummm... Chief as they had been planning for weeks. More than that, 


Well, it’s finally happened. Members of 
the 12th floor of FocksRox Hall have 
taken over the building. 

The problems began when RA on duty 
Posh Dumm was doing his rounds, starting 
from the top and working his w ay down. 

At the 15th floor, he heard a strange 
pounding noise, and followed it to one 
particular room on the 12th floor. The 
room housed speakers that were “bigger 
than Rob’s momma,” according to Dumm. 

Those big-ass speakers were in full 
effect, with bass so heavy the walls were 
shaking, threatening collapse of the tower. 

Dumm called for back-up, and the RAs 
came in full force. Heff Clever and Pat “I 
think my name is Fred” Moron responded 
immediately, wielding their walky-talkies. 

However, the residents of the room. Best Residents of FocksRox Hall recently overthrew Resident Life staff and assumed control of the building. Two of the main radical organizers. 
Flowin’ and DeeJay Huge, were not will- Best Flowin’ and the mysterious Santa-hat-wearing “Chief’ are shown above with one of their captives, who is too afraid to stop smiling or 
ing to turn down their music. get Best’s nasty grimy head off her shoulders. 





Dr. Billberts gets 
back in the saddle 


by Brown Subway 
DisConnector Tall Guy 

Dr. Rob Billberts, Chair of the 
English Dept., took a nasty spill on 
his mountain bike just days prior to 
the start of the fall semester. Luckily, 
he escaped the incident with minor 
injuries. However, true to his nature, 
he has not let the accident hold him 
back from enjoying one of his 
favorite activites. 

Certainly, it would be understand¬ 
able had he decided to retire from 
biking altogether. “But what kind of 
message would 1 be sending to my 


students? That it is okay to give up? 
That it is acceptable to quit? I can’t 
do that,” Billberts says. 

Although he is in no particular 
hurry to get back to mountain-biking, 
he does still enjoy pedaling around 
the neighborhood. Last month, with 
all the unseasonably warm weather 
holding strong, Roberts took the ini¬ 
tiative and went out and bought him¬ 
self a new bike to replace the one 
that had been damaged in the acci¬ 
dent. 

“And I*m glad I did,” he told the 
DisConnector, flashing a proud 
smile. “1 love riding my new bike.” 



















Last issue of 2001 


Scam 


by Robve Riwal Allcavalier 
DisConnector Jedi Knight 

Residents of Bleach Hall on 
Residential North were appalled recently 
when they learned of a scam perpetrated 
by two Residence Advisors. 

The set up was a noble one: donate 
beer to benefit thirsty students in the 
“dry" dorm Boojwah Hall. As such, the 
two RAs requested donations of beer. 

“We had heard that the dorm was dry, 
and we felt bad. In this time of giving, 
we thought it only right to hand over the 
beer we had been sneaking into our 
rooms,” said Bleach Resident Director 
Fred Muhdruid, who helped coordinate 
the efforts. “I thought they could be trust¬ 
ed, but I guess I was wrong. And it sick¬ 
ens me that they came up with the idea 
first.” 

Of course, members of Boojwah Hall 
staff were concerned when they heard 
about the beercgllection, and wondered 
whNjJjd^rtfaclrft gotten their share. After 
■tfxndng into it, they found all the donated 
beers hidden in the rooms of the two RAs 


Why do we do it? Because we can . 



alert! 


who were left in charge of the collec¬ 
tion. 

“They were hoarding those yummy 
beverages, those greedy little 
shiznits,” said Don Proyer, an RA in 
Boojwah. “Or maybe I mean biznitch- 
es,” he added. 

The names of the two RAs blamed 
for the scam remain confidential, to 
protect their rights to privacy. 

However, we got a photo of them 
anyway, and have no problems with 
exposing them. We were also able to 
find out they were codenamed “Biff’ 
and “Griggy.” 

Residents of Bleach Hall are dis¬ 
mayed at the treachery. ‘To think we 
intended this to be a charitable dona¬ 
tion, instead we were used to help 
two people throw wild parties and 
get drunk!” exclaimed Assistant 
Resident Director of Bleach Hall Yellie 
Cockring (teehee... Condom Olympics). 
She also mentioned how surprised she 
was to see how many Bleach residents 
were able to donate beer, considering 
most are obviously way too young to pur¬ 
chase alcohol anyway. Damn freshmen. 


Resident Advisors such as “Griggy” and “Biff,’ 


Photo by the one sober freshmen on campus last Thursday, 
as shown above, cannot be trusted. 


Like theyTl ever amount to anything. 

Another resident advisor in Boojwah, 
Big Papa, didn't understand the whole 
thing. “Why are they calling us dry?” he 
asked. “I heard they were the dry ones.” 
Fellow RA in Boojwah known only as 
Dougie Fresh concurred by nodding his 


head, then mumbled something about not 
being able to find his “K-star.” 

Personally, I think this scam idea is 
only slightly dumber than printing a few 
pages of false, supposedly humorous arti¬ 
cles in the last issue of the school news¬ 
paper. 



Freestyle Wrappin' 

ARABARF employees liven up the 
on-campus dining experience 


by Turd Fergusson 
DisConnector Food Critic 

As part of their “Yo, Try 
Somethin' Different” campaign 
that they’ve been pushing these 
past few years, ARABARF has 
unveiled a brand new style of 
wraps. “I’m really excited,” said 
one student waiting in line to 
get one of these new wraps “It’s 
so cool, and the wraps are so 
fresh.” 

Indeed, these wraps be fresh. 
The new style of wrapping is 
freestyle wrapping. The servers 
at ARABARF are happy to try' 
out this new style of wrapping. 

Photo by MC Wrapper 

Jimmy, an ARABARF employee, goes 
freesty le while making your food. 


“I’ve always done it so struc¬ 
tured. You know, this part first, 
then this. I'll be happy to just 
throw it all to the wind and give 
all these UMassers' a taste of 
my true flava.” said Jimmy, a 
ARABARF worker. 

The first freestyle wrap that 
was thrown was a “Three Beef 
Toasted Turkey Taco Twister 
Wrap.” The first recipient was 
pleased. He had this to say 
‘This sh*t is fresh, this sh*t be 
the freshest sh*t I’z eva tasted.” 

There's now some dispute 
over who is the best freestyler. 
Do you go for the fresh stream¬ 
lined wrap, or do you like the 
dirtier, messier and edgier 
wraps? Only time will tell as the 
freestyle wrapping continues. 


Apology 

The DisConnector 
staff would like to apol¬ 
ogize for our lack of 
newswriting skills. We 
really don’t know how 
to gather the real facts. 
As such, we said, 

“screw it,” and went 
ahead and made all this 
stuff up. We hope you 
don’t mind, and you 
might actually enjoy it. 

Just keep in mind that 
we don’t enjoy being 
sued for libel, and we 
really do love this 
University and every 
part of it. We swear. 

With that in mind, 
enjoy your time reading 
the once-a-semester 
edition of the 
DisConnector. 


Weather Forecast for the Low-Hell Area 


Tuesday: 

Look outside. Whatever it is doing out 
there, all day, is my forecast. 
(Consequently, this is the BEST fore¬ 
cast I have ever made.) 


Wednesday: 

Beautiful, gorgeous, delightful weather! 
We couldn’t ask for better conditions, 
with above average warmth and plenty of 
sunshine. The best weather this week! 
Oops, nevermind all that about the nice 
weather. I forgot that this was the LOW¬ 
ELL forecast. Now if you’re going to be 
in Bora Bora... well, that's another story 
altogether. 


Dec. llth-14th 


Amateur Student Meteorologist: Sandy Beachpants 


Thursday: 

There is NO forecast for Thursday, and 
there’s nothing anyone can do about it. 

Not even the weather forecasters who flip 
a coin to decide what kind of weather we’ll 
be getting have anything to say about 
Thursday. So just forget about Thursday. 
Sure, some kind of weather will occur. 

But no one knows what, and no one else 
but you really cares. Deal with it. 


Friday. 

100% chance that someone is going to 
have some kind of complaint about the 
weather, no matter what happens. 
Looking ahead to the weekend reveals 
more of the same. I love my job. 


No one will take the blame for the forecast being incorrect. The bottom line is that everyone complains about the weather, but no one does a damn thing about it. 



























